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Permit me to beſpeak the candor and indulgence of my 
Reverend Brethern and of this Audience, while with 
the ſentiments of eſteem and affection due to a ſoci- 
ety, amongſt whom, in the early part of my mini- 
ſtry, I enjoyed the intercourſes of friendſhip, and 
engaged in the ſervices of my character, I requeſt 
their ſerious regard to what may be offered from thoſe 
words, which we find in 


ACT S ii. 42, 40; 47. 


And they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles doffrine 
and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayer: And they continuing daily with one accord 


in the temple, and breaking bread from houſe to- 


houſe, did eat their meat with gladneſs and ſinglengſs 
of heart, praiſing God, and having favour with all 
the people. And the Lord added to the Church daily 
fuch as ſhould be Aen. 


— — 


ANKIND naturally wifh, in every purſuit, 
for the aids and ſupports of ſociety. Who 
is not deſirous, in the arduous enterprize, of engag- 


ing others ; ; that the difficulties of it may be di- 
B vided, 
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CE I 
vided, and his own efforts rendered more eaſy and 
ſucceſsful ? Who 1s not fond, in the agreeable and 
proſperous undertaking, of communicating to 
others the benefits he hath obtained ? When men 
act in concert, their emulation is kindled; their 
powers are whetted; their hands are ſtrengthened; 
and their pleaſures, by being circulated, flow back 


again into their own boſoms, with an improved 
reliſh, | 


Religion, as well as other objects of human at- 
tachment and purſuit, wants the ſuccour of ſocial 
connexions, and diſpoſes the heart to open its 
feelings, its ſentiments, and its joys, to others. 
When Andrew and Philip had met with Jeſus, 
how naturally do they impart the important diſ- 
covery to their neareſt friends, and invite them to 
a ſhare in the great bleſſing. No ſooner do we 
read of the three thouſand being converted by the 
preaching of Peter, but we find them acting 
together in ſacred harmony, uniting in the ſame 
duties of devotion, and improving their focial 
affections into pious friendſhip. * They conti- 
« nued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles' doctrine, and 
« fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
« prayer, —And they continuing daily with one 
« accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
« houſe to houſe, did eat their meat with glad- 
ce neſs and ſingleneſs of heart, praiſing God, 
« and having favour with all the people.” And 
the 
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ce the Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as 
« ſhould be ſaved.” 


This is a pleaſing and inſtructive view of the 
conduct of theſe converts; of the zeal which 
_ warmed their breaſts; of the love which united 
their hearts: and it ſets before us the happy 
effects of their deportment on the chriſtian cauſe. 


In the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, a man lately 
deſpiſed, rejected, and crucified by his own coun- 
trymen, but raiſed from the dead by the power of 
God; (of which the effuſion of the ſpirit on the 


day of Pentecoſt was a convincing teſtimony); in 


his name there ariſes a ſociety, of which the world 
furniſhed no model, It conſiſted not of a few 
enlightened and philoſophic minds, whom an im- 
proved taſte, cultivated manners, and the ſame 
ſtudies had cemented; but of a great multitude, 
formed of men of various and remote nations, of 
different tongues, and of different religious par- 
ties, © All thele are cloſely united by the bonds 
of fraternal love; by the obligations of the moſt 
pure and active benevolence. They all have but 
one heart and one mind, that of their Founder, 
They all worſhip the Almighty in ſpirit and in 
truth,” Their buſineſs is devotion: their hearts 
dilate with love: their lips open in ſongs of praiſe, 
* They eat their meat with gladneſs and ſingle- 
neſs of heart.“ Their time is divided between 
the ſervices of religion, and the entertainments of 

0 chriſtian 
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chriſtian converſe. There is no want or poverty; 
for thoſe who had goods and poſſeſſions, chearfully 
ſell them to divide the price to all, as every man 
had need. We behold, as it were, a new, 
earthly Paradiſe: but the trees of it are all trees of 
life. 


Theſe converts exhibited a wonderful and 
pleaſing ſpectacle. It is eaſy to conceive, that 
they muſt attract the notice of mankind. And, 
drawing the eyes af men upon them, is it ſurpriſ- 
ing, that theſe manners produced ſentiments of 
eſteem for the principles from which they aroſe ? 
Is it ſtrange, that the ſame graces, which concili- 
ated the regards of men to themſelves, ſhould dif- 
poſe others to embrace the faith which they had 
adopted? Rather was it not to be expected, that 
men affected, impreſſed, and charmed with a de- 
portment ſo full of unfeigned love and chearful 

devotion, 


* Peude temps apres la mort de PEnvore, je vois ſe for- 
mer dans un coin obſcur de la Terre, une Societe dont les 
Sages du Paganiſme n'avojent pas mEme entrevu la poſſibi- 
lite.—Tous ſes Membres ſont Anis etroitement par les lieus 
del' amour fraternel & de la bienveuillance la plus pure & la 
plus agiſſante. Ils n'ont tous qu'une meme Eſprit, & cet 


Eſprit eſt Celui de leur FoxpaTeur. Tous adorent le 
G.AN D ETUx en Eſprit & en Verite, &c. En un mot; je 


crois conte mpler un nouveau Paradis Terreſtre; mais dont 
tous les Arbres ſont des Arbres de Vie. Recherches Philoſo- 
phiques ſur les Preuves du Chriſtianiſme : Nouvelle Edition, 
par C. Bonnet, a Geneve, 1770, p 385, 6. 
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devotion, ſhould be ready to believe that Gop was 
with them of a truth: nay, ſhould be deſirous of 
Joining themſelves to ſo holy, benevolent, and 
happy a community, 


How different was this ſcene, which the Apoſ- 
tles were the great inſtruments of introducing, 
from that proſpect which they had entertaine i con- 
cerning the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's kingdom. 
Their ambition had indulged the hope of filling 
ſome high poſts of honour and power in a tempo- 
ral kingdom, The'r imaginations had looked 
forward to the time, when they ſhould be employ- 
ed under the ſtandard of their maſter, to carry 
through the world the triumphs of his ſword. 
They do, indeed, triumph in the name of their 
maſter. They do enliit ſubjeQs to his ſcepter. 
They do ſee the kingdom of Chriſt opening, and 
thouſands flocking into it. But no ſword is un- 


ſheathed: no throne is erected: no banners are 
diſplayed. 


The weapons of their warfare are ſpiritual; the 
words of truth and grace, and the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit. They find themſelves not at the 
head of armies, but, fitting on the bench of 
teachers; unfolding the doctrine of ſalvation, — 
followed and liſtened to with an attention that 
Philoſophers could never merit, nor Scribes ever 
command. They ſee ſocieties forming, whoſe 
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law was love: whoſe immunities were divine 
grace and forgiveneſs of fins; and whoſe hope was 
eternal life, They ſee Jews, ſtrangers and proſe- 
lytes, the inhabitants of Judea, and foreigners 
from remote regions, yielding to the authority of 
their exalted Lord; and laying aſide all diſtin&i. 
ons, attached, to one cauſe, and united by one 
ſpirit, 

| Theſe are the triumphs of truth, grace, and 
love. Here, not bodies are enchained, but ſouls 
are ſubdued, Here, theſe holy men of God per- 
ceive themſelves employed to bring about a revo- 
lution in the religion and morals of the world, 
which philoſophy could never effect; a revolution 
which was the light and glory of that age, and 
which would ſpread to the ends of the world, and 
reach down to the end of time. How glorious 
an earneſt of the future ſucceſs of the Goſpel | 
How great an encouragement to the Apoſtles in 
all the difficulties they were to encounter, obſerves 
an excellent man, and how convincing a proof to 
all ages of the truth of the faith, which in its firſt 

operations was ſo powerful.” * 


If, from this ſcene, we turn our eyes to view 
the preſent (tate of chriſtian ſocieties, have we not 
occaſion to lament a great declenſion from this 

ſpicit 


* See Dr. DoppaIDGe's Family Expoſitor, v. 3. in loc · 
The Improvement. 
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ſpirit of piety, zeal, and love? Theſe early con- 
verts, it is allowed, were addreſſed by wonderful 
manifeſtations of divine power in the gifts of the 
Spirit; which addreſſed all their ſenſes, and ar- 
reſted their attention to the word of ſalvation. 
They acted under the force of uncommon and 
lively impreſſions. The novelty, as well as im- 
portance of the doctrine, tended to occupy their 
thoughts with delight: the ſingularity and diffi- 
culties of their profeſſion contributed to cement 
their ſouls together, 


But is the operation, is the energy of their de- 
votion and benevolence to be reſolved wholly in- 
to the influence of preſent wonders, and of recent 
impreſſions ? Is nothing, is not much to be aſcrib- 
ed to the nature and truth of the things they had 
heard ? To the divinity and weight of the doc- 
trine they had embraced, as the worD of Gop, 
and the worD of Sal vATION ? What can time di- 
miniſh from the ſublimity, truth, and importance 
of our holy faith? © Jeſus,” or the Goſpel, * is the 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” It always 
ſupplieth juſt grounds for a devout attachment, 
for a glowing zeal, 


After a due allowance for every difference of 
circumſtances, the conduct of theſe believers fur- 
niſhes a model for Chriſtian Societies through all 
ages; a model of the ſpirit which ſhould actuate 
their hearts, and of the manners which ſhould 


adorn 


(8 ] 
adorn their profeſſion. Let me, then, recommend 
to Chriſtian Churches an imitation of theſe firſt 
Chritiian Societies. It is with this view, that the 
ſubject hath been choſen; to this point, what has 
been ſaid particularly and forcibly applies. 


Let Chriſtian Societies be admoniſhed to per- 
ſevere in their attendance upon the inſtitutions of 
the Goſpel — To cultivate the ſpirit of love And 
to aim at a purity of manners, that may command 
reſpe& and conciliate favour, 


1. Let them perſevere in their attendance up- 
on the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel. That the pro- 
fane and vicious, or ſuch as ſcarcely carry their 
views and thoughts beyond this world, ſhould ne- 
glect the ordinances of religion, is not ſurpriſing : 
but that believers, that perſon* profeſſing godli- 
neſs, and the candidates for eternal life, ſhould 
forſake the aſſemblies of the Saints, is not to be 
reconciled to any principles. It is incompatible 
with the conſiſtency of their own characters: it is 
ſubverſive of the intereſts of chriſtianity; and it 
is repugnant to the directions of the New Teſta- 
ment. 


Is it not very natural, is it not highly neceſſary, 
that ſuch as have the ſame avowed object in view, 
ſhould often meet together to promote it? As 
Chriſtians, the common Salvation is our end and 
hope. For this you give your names to a Chriſ- 
tian Society; for this you chooſe a Miniſter to be 

the 
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the helper of your faith and joy; for this an ho- 
nour hath been ſet upon the Lord's day; for this 
Churches have been erected; for this is the table 
of the Lord covered with its proviſions But all 
theſe means of advancing this great object are de- 
feated, by our neglect of Chriſtian inſlitutions 
and worſhip. 


Was it by remiſſneſs, with reſpect to ſocial de- 
votion, that the firſt converts were built up a ſpi- 
ritual houſe, an holy prieſt-hood? No. They con- 
tinued daily with one accord in the temple, and 
were ſtedfaſt in attending upon the inſtructions of 
the Apoſtles, and in acts of Chriſtian communion. 
The reaſon was, that hey ſeit the truth of the re- 
ligion they had embraced; they derived their 
nobleſt delights from its religious ſervices; and 
they were carneſt in their holy profefiion. Shame 
to the langour of our piety ; ſhame to the weak- 
neſs of our faich, from whence proceeds our 
negled of the day, and of the houſe of the Lord ! 


Were the Miniſters of Religion to deſert their 
poſts on the Lord's day, for the fame reaſons, 
which prevail with others to forſake the aſſem- 
bling of themſelves together, their conduct would 
be juſtly deemed highly criminal and pernicious : 
but is not the ſame conduct, in a proportional 
degree, criminal and pernicious in the pee as in 
them? Be it Heir duty to trach, is it not that of 
their flocks, to receive the werd of exhortation ? 
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Be it their duty to lead Chriſtian devotions, is it 
not that of others to go up to the houſe of the 
Lord, to unite in its prayers and praiſes ? Chriſ— 
tians and Miniſters owe this to each other. Ir is 
a more weighty conſideration, that they owe it to 
their common Lord and Saviour; to the honour 
and ſpread of his cauſe. Though by private 
reading, and by ſecret devotion, our perſonal im- 
provement and ſalvation may be carried on, yet 
Chriſtians ſhould conſider what they owe to the 
edification of others, and ſhould reflect upon the 
uſefulneſs of Chriſtian ordinances to the preſerva- 
tion and influence of the Goſpel in the world. 


Our religion 1s built upon certain great facts, 
the life and miniſtry, the death and reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt. There is no way of perpetuating the 


remembrance of facts, but by written records, or 


by ſenſible memorials and emblems of them. 
Written records ſome cannot read; many will not 
conſult, eſpecially, when having been long in the 
hands of men, they are ſuppoſed to offer nothing, 
but an old ſtory, to invite to a peruſal. Senſible 
memorials come in aid of the defects and ine fficacy 
of books; ſpeak, when the latter would not be 
looked into, arreſt attention, and come home to 
the conceptions and feelings of men. By public 
worſhip on one day out of ſeven, and by the 
Lord's Supper, men are led to enquire, what mean 
theſe things? And to reflect upon their own 


concern 


1 


concern in them. But can the inſtitotions of re- 
ligion have their effect, unleſs they be ſeriouſly 
and regularly obſerved ? 


When the firſt converts continued ſtedfaſt in 
their attendance upon the Apoſtles' preaching, in 
communion and prayer, and were knit together 
by zeal and love, then daily were added to the 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. It is by your 
conſtancy and fervor, not by your indiffer- 
ence and lukewarmneſs, with reſpect to Chriſtian 
ordinances, that you can hope to ſee your Socie- 
ties increaſe and flouriſh, 


Or ſhould you not be the happy inſtruments of 
drawing others over to piety and faith, you may 
promiſe yourſelves 7his,—that, by theſe means, 
you will preſerve the knowledge and practice of 
religion in your own families; a motive, which 
goeth with peculiar force to the hearts of parents. 
What do we not ourſelves owe, in this reſpect, to 
the piety and holy cuſtoms of our anceſtors? To 
this meaſure, to their religious regularity and ſe— 
riouſneſs in carrying us up to the houſe of the 
Lord, under a divine Providence, we owe it; that 
religion exiſts among us, and that our hearts have 
felt its power. In ſhort, the more ſerious, the 
more conſtant, the more conſcientious we are in 
the duties of chriſtian communion, the more ear— 
neſt will appear our purſuit of the end; to the 
greater r will our chriſtian and devotional 
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character be raiſed ; the more ſtriking and effec. 
tual will be the witneſs, which we hereby afford 
to the cauſe of God, and the Redeemer, Let me 
exhort you again: 


2. To cultivate a ſpirit of love, With what 
endearments were theſe early converts united! 
What a beautiful concord prevailed among theſe 
thouſands of belieyers! How generouſly did they 
miniſter « Heach other's wants! What an union of 
affection and zeal, in the common caule, did they 
diſplay! This is the true Chriſtian ſpirit which 
ſhould dwell in every heart, and reign through 
every ſociety. We are not, it 15 true, called to 
ſell our poſſeſſions, and to caſt the produce into a 
common Bank; the neceſſities of the times do not 
require it. Shall we then account it difficult to 
make any leſſer ſacrifices for mutual edification, 

for promoting * common interelt ? 


As Chriſtians, that common intereſt is the 
knowledge and practice of the pure Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt; as Proteſtant-Diſſenters, it is the 
ſupport of liberty, of conſcience, and free: enquity, 
in oppoſition to all human authority in religion 
—and the maintenance of a ſcriptural worſhip, in 
oppoſition to the inventions of men, eſpecially as 
to the obje? of our worſhip, one divine Being or 
Perſon, ox E Gob, the FAThER of all, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through this one 


Mediator, 


10 
Mediator, the man Chriſt Jeſus.* Can a Society act 
with vigour and ſucceſs in the proſecution of 
theſe, or of any other ends ; can it command re- 
ſpe& and influence with others, if animolities and 
hatred, and jealouſies prevail in 1t ? 


Alas! that men ſhould bring their little, ſecu- 
lar competitions, their private animoſities, into 
the concerns of religion, into the ſervice of truth 
and of God! Alas! that becauſe they will not 
brook to worſhip with an offending brother, they 
ſhould deſert their place, and perhaps, ſacrifice 
their principles, by joining in a worſhip, againſt 
which, not only their former habits militate, but 
at which their conſcience revolts. Is this to © be 
angry and fin not?” Is this to “ ſtudy the things 
that make for peace, and the things wherewith to 
edify one another?” Can the prayers which are 
accompanied with alienated affections and diſ- 
cordant hearts, aſcend from any place, with 
acceptance to the God of love and peace ? 


Where enmity and diſcord prevail, we ſympa— 
thiſe with the Paſtor of ſuch a Society, We pity 
him under the grief which depreſſes his heart. 
We ſorrow with him, on account of the tears 

which 


It is the conviction that the true object of religious wor- 
ſhip, is God the Father oz/y, that in a great meaſure makes 
us Proteſtant Diſſenters. Let us keep on this ground. It is 
impoſſible we ſhould find better. 

Dr. Price's Sermons on the Chriſtian Doctrine, p. 101, 102. 
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which he privately ſneds over ſuch as bite and de- 
vour one another. We feel for the difficulties 
of the part he has to act in his friendly inter- 
courſes with thoſe who wiſh for the opportunity of 
laying before him their accuſations of a brother, 
and making him a party in their quarrels. But if 
we feel for him, what emotions of concern and 
grief may we not indulge, for thoſe ſons of ſtrife 
themſelves? For the inconſiſtency and guilt of 
their temper, there is much reaſon to grieve; for 
their acceptance with our divine Maſter, the 
Prince of peace, and their future ſtate, there 
1s much reaſon to be alarmed, 


But why ſhould we dwell upon theſe things ? 
e Methinks, (to uſe the words of a reſpected 
friend on ſuch an occaſion as this) I hear a ſolemn 
whiſper ſpreading through this aſſembly, gently 
communicating the fixed purpoſe of every heart; 
for the honour of God and Chriſt, and the ſucceſs 
of Goſpel miniſtrations, we are determined, there 
ſhall be no diſſenſions among us; no enmity of 
heart one towards another, or towards Chriſtians 
of any other Society; no ſtrife or contention, un- 
leſs it be who ſhall excel in faith and holineſs; who 
ſhall be moſt like their God and Redeemer in do- 
ing good, and adorn the doctrine of the Goſpel by 
the muſt amiable converſation.” * That, my Fel- 
low-Ciriſtians, is an innocent ſtrife! That is 
a truly glorious conteſt ! It will occaſion no alien- 
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ation of affection; but fan a flame of ſacred love 
in your hearts, which will conſume all mean and 


earthly paſſions, and refine and perfect thoſe that 
are excellent and divine®,” 


Laſtly, Let innocence, ſimplicity, and virtue, 
adorn your profeſſion of religion. It is recorded, 
to the honour of the firſt converts, that their vir- 
tue conciliated the favour of the people. To make 
men benevolent, upright, and holy, is the great 
end of the Goſpel miniſtrations. Every time we 
aſſemble together, we give our teſtimony in favour 
of virtue and piety. We profeſs, that we have 
views beyond this world. For what are the 
inſtructions we hear, but leſſons of humility, ſo- 
briety, -integrity, and all virtue ? What are the 
prayers which we offer up, but fervent requelts 
that we may be transformed to do the perfect and 
acceptable will of God? What is the language 
of our attendance at the table of the Lord, but 
that we are the Diſciples of the holy Son of God, 
ſeparate from ſinners? What is the true honour and 
glory of any religious Society, but that they wor- 
ſhip the Maker of all Things, according to the 
purity and ſimplicity of the Goſpel ; and that they 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and holily in this preſent 
world? 


It 


* Wright's Sermon at the ordination of Rev. Iſaac Smich, 
at Sidmouth, June 24, 1778, p. 30. 


[ 46 1 
It is then, for the credit and uſefulneſs of their 
profeſſion, to be devoutly wiſhed, that Chriſtian 
Societies, by the purity of their characters, and 
brightneſs of their virtues, may ſhine as lights in 
the world, They ſhould carry their views muck 
further than to the temporary purpoſes, and tran- 
ſient acts of ſocial worſhip. The life, the life muſt 
contribute to give theſe their full efficacy. The 
Apoſtles, therefore, in thetr epiſtles, are very full 
and very earneſt in their exhortations to every 
kind of righteouſneſs and virtue. Permit ye, 
Chriſtians, the word of exhortation ; permit ye the 

earneſt perſuaſion to abound in good works. 


There is the more need, in the preſent times, 
for holding up to Chriſtian profeſſors, their obli- 
gations to peculiar ſanity and virtue; becauſe, 
through the liberality of the age, and the occaſi- 
ons of life, there is much more free and unre- 
ſtrained intercourſe, than there probably was, in 
the firſt age of the Goſpel, or than there certainly 
was in that of the old Diſſenters, between men of 
very different principles and characters. Perſons 
profeſſing godlineſs, mingle with the world at 
large; happy is it, if they do not learn its ways, 
It is certain, that from ſuch intercourſes they 1n- 


ſenſibly fall into the language of the world ; for 


they are apt to uſe the name of the moit High 
lightly and irreverently ; and they contract the 


taſte of the world; a taſte for ſplendor and ſhow 
ö in 
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in the mode of living ; a taſte for amuſements arid 
play, which diffipates ſerious thought, if it do not 
ruin the fortune. This is the natural conſequence 
of the partiality we feel for thoſe with whom 
we converſe, and of a deſire to render our- 
ſelves agreeable to them.. It is to be lamented, 
that, by theſe means, the Chriſtian is often loſt in 
the man of the world. Such is the effe& of hu- 
man weakneſs and imperfection ; but the princi- 
ples and hopes of faith ſhould fortify us * 
the ſnare. 


Let the ſimplicity of your manners, Chriſtians, 
be untainted by the vices of the age. Let your 
ſublime faith lay a foundation for the practice of 
every manly and uſeful virtue. Let your high 
and heavenly deſtination, as the ſons of God, and 
as advocates for piety in the world, render you 
ſuperior to levity and diſſipation. Let the mem- 
bers of Chriſtian Societies be mindful of the pe- 
culiar and ſacred character they ſupport : whatſo- 
ever things will communicate a dignity, whatſo- 
ever things will add a glory to it, let them think 
on theſe things. 


Upon this conduct, your own comfort, your 
own ſalvation depends. Motives more intereſt- 


ing cannot well be propoſed. But the ſubject, of 


which I treat, holds forth theſe duties in a pecu- 
liar light of importance and weight; namely, 
| D their 
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their connexion with the ſpread and advancement 
of the Chriſtian eauſe. This is the end of Chriſ- 
tian Societies. The object of your aſſociation is 
truly benevolent and momentous; infinitely more 
momentous than are the views that can be pro. 
poſed by any philoſophical or civil Societies. 


All that the moſt diligent faithful Miniſter can 
do, will be ineffectual without your concurrence. 
If you really mean, or wiſh to promote the things 
of Chriſt, and the ſalvation of others, you muſt 
act along with your Miniſters ; procuring reſpect 
for their miniſtrations by your own candid, regu- 
Jar, and ſerious attendance upon them ; diffuſing 
ſentiments of piety by your devout fellowſhip in 
the duties of Chriſtian worſhip ; encouraging one 
another by mutual affect ion and friendſhip ; and 
diſplaying the power of the Goſpel in the pu- 
rity of your lives and benevolence of your temper. 
Without all this, our labours, our ſtudies, and 
preaching mult be, to a great degree, in vain. 


Your abſence from the houſe and table of the 
Lord weakens and diſpirits us. It is an hurtful ex- 
ample ; it looks as if you did not think that there 
was much importance in the things of the king- 
dom of God; or that they deſerved ſo much at- 
tention as formerly Saints, Prophets, and Apoſtles 
beſtowed upon them. You cannot hope to draw 
the attendance of others upon the Miniſters whom 


you 
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you yourſelves frequently forſake, Diſcords and 
animoſities muſt be ſubverſive of all your intereſts 
as a Chriſtian Church. And vicious indulgen- 
cies, injuſtice in your dealings, irregularity of 
manners, ſenſuality and covetouſneſs will bring 
your profeſſion of religion into diſcredit, will fix 
a ſtigma of reproach on the Chriſtian Society to 
which you belong, will give a fatal wound to the 
cauſe of truth, and will expoſe piety itſelf to be 
conſidered as baſe hypocriſy or uſeleſs ceremony. 


As men, formed for the knowledge and worſhip 
of God our Maker; as Chriſtians, lying under a 
common obligation to provoke one another to 
love and good works, it becometh you to adopt 
thoſe meaſures of religious edification and pious 
zeal, that have been now recommended. But 
there is another character, under which you 
are this day addreſſed, that giveth theſe conſidera- 
tions additional weight: It is that of PRo- 
TESTANT Diss ENT ERS. 


If the name can, with propriety and reaſon, be 
applied to you, your appearance in the cauſe of 
religion proceedeth from conviction; your profeſ- 
ſion of piety is not the effect of national cuſtom, 
but of ſerious judicious choice, Your aim, beſides 
that of preſerving the ſpirit of piety in your own 
hearts, or the cauſe of religion in the world, is to 
ſtand faſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath 
made you free, and to recover Chriſtianity from 
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the groſs corruptions*, that have diſguiſed and 
enervated it, to its original purity and fimplicity. 


Lou have a particular and marked character, which 


attracts the notice and obſervation of the world. 
Your Miniſters are thoſe of your own election, 
and to whom you voluntarily pledge your ſupport 
and friendſhip. They muſt appear to you in 
a truly reſpectable light; as men, who, for the 
ſake of truth, free enquiry, and a good conſcience, 
expoſe themſelves to many inconveniencies, and 


forego the emoluments of an eſtabliſhment, 


Theſe views of your ſituation point out the pe- 
culiar obligations to harmony, to purity of life, to 
regularity andferyor of devotion, under which you 
lie, Theſe circumſtances evidently demand pecu- 
liar attention, union, and ardor. Follow thecourſe 
that has now been laid down, you will encourage 
your Miniſters, who need all the encouragement 
and friendſhip you can afford them : you will 
make a diſſent appear honourable in the eyes of 
the world: and you will greatly contribute to 
advance practical piety and religious truth, 
Theſe are things, for which it is worth while ta 
ſacrifice much, and to exert ourſelves vigorouſly, 


Permit 


* The reader, who would trace out the corruptions of 


_ chriſtianity, will do well to read the learned and valuable 


work of Dr. Px1esTLEY, on this ſubject; which will, by its 


Intrinſic merit, riſe ſuperior to the ungenerous attacks thay 
have been made upon it. 
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Permit me to hint*here, that neither can rati- 
onal, practical piety be promoted, nor religious 
truth be advanced, unleſs you keep your minds 
open to inſtruftion and conviction; unleſs you 
allow, and even invite your Miniſters to lay 


before you, freely, the reſult of their religious 


ſtudies, and ſerious, impartial enquiries. From 
the offence that many take, at the freedom with 
which their Miniſters deliver their ſentiments on 
virtue and truth, one would think, that they 
deſire to be foſtered in their prejudices, and ſup- 
ported in their vices; to be kept in ignorance and 
error. Such Chriſtians think, that. they have 
already attained to the utmoſt correctneſs of ſen- 
timent, and are already perfect. But this opinion 
of themſelves is not the effect of modeſty, nor the 
dictate of wiſdom. To wave, however, this to» 
pic, and to bring all that hath been ſaid to'one 
point, 


If there be any particular circumſtance, or 
occaſion, from which theſe conſiderations can 
derive more force than they poſſeſs in themſelves, 
it is from the ſervices of this day. Allow me to 
appeal to you, my friends, who conſtantly aſſem- 
ble here: allow me to refer it to your ſerious 


judgment and conſcience, whether theſe ſervices 


do not convey and inculcate ſuch ſentiments. By 
the tranſactions of this day taking place at your 
deſire, do you not expreſs your fervent, devout 


wiſhes, that henceforth, a peculiar and ſacred 
Connexion 
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connexion may ſubſiſt between you and your 
Miniſter? On the ſide of your Miniſter, the pur. 
poſes which he avoweth, and the prayers offered 
up on his behalf, have a reference to his future 


exertions in the cauſe of truth and religion. Hath 


not your concurrence in theſe ſervices a like re- 
ference to your future endeavours in the ſame 
cauſe? Doth not the ordinationof a Miniſter to any 
particular body of Chriſtians, ſhew, that thoſe Chriſ- 
tians are united together in the proſecution of ſome 
great deſign, in which they wiſh him to help 
and preſide ? Doth it not ſhow, that this deſign 
lieth near to zZheir hearts? Doth it not point out 
their future duty? Nay ; doth it not, in a ſenſe, 
bind their conſciences, to keep united together 
upon this plan to act with zeal and fervor—to 
be at peace among themſelves—and to favour, 
aſſiſt, and advance the labours of their Miniſter 
amongſt them ; labours, which are deſigned, not 
only for their own benefit and ſalvation, but to 
tranſmit the knowledge and power of the Goſpel 
to the riſing generation, and to ſpread the ſavour 
of 1t around them, 


Carry not theſe appeals conviction to your 
hearts? Is it not the fixed purpoſe of your minds, 
to fulfil all theſe duties, which as friends to reli- 
gion, and as friends to your Miniſter, you owe to 
one another; which you owe to the common 
cauſe of that divine faith you are mutually bound 
to ſupport ? | | 

But, 
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But, I ought to check myſelf, conſidering be- 
fore whom | ſpeak; before a congregation, whoſe 
kind, reſpectful, and generous behaviour to their 
late worthy Miniſter, the excellent Mr. Wa- 
ERS“; whoſe general character hath given a con- 
vincing proof, that the ſentiments, now inculca- 
ted, are felt by tt them, and have over them their 
genuine influence. Let the uſefulneſs of ſtirring 


vp: 


Mr. George Waters, was the ſon of the Rev. Mr. Wa- 
ters, a worthy and learned Diſſenting Miniſter, ſettled ſome 
time at Falmouth, in Cornwall, and then at Aſhburton, in 
Devonſhire, where he died. He was the author of a Cri- 
tique on Phil. iii. 7-21. in the Theological Repoſitory, v. 2. 
p- 83 :—and of a New Verſion and Paraphraſe of the 139th 
Pſalm, in the zd volume of that work, p. 291, &c. His fon 
received his Academical learning firſt under Dr. Jennings 
and Dr. Savage; and on the death of the former, in the year 
1762, under the latter gentleman, in conjunction with Dr. 
Kippis and Dr. Rees. In the year 1766, he left the Aca- 
demy, and ſoon after ſettled at Bridport, where he was or- 
dained 17th Auguſt, 1769, with the Rev. Wm. Youatt, ſet- 
tled at Dulverton, in Somerſetſhire, ſince dead. Mr. Waters 
was a pattern of ſingular induſtry in his preparations for the 
pulpit, of great prudence and decorum of character, of diſ- 
tinguiſhed modeſty, humility, and piety. He died in the 
fall of 1787. F or ſeveral years preceding his death, he was 
ſeverely afflicted with a ſcorbutic rheumatiſm, which fre- 

quently incapacitated him for his public ſervices, and wholly 
for aſcending the pulpit ; ſo that he was obliged to go 
through all the duties of the Lord's day fitting, and in a 
pew. This painful diſpenſation of Providence gave him an 
opportunity of diſplaying an exemplary fortitude and reſig- 
nation; and the congregation he ſerved, an opportunity of 
ſhewing their kindneſs and attention. 
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up your pure minds, by way of remembrance, be 
my apology for bringing theſe ſentiments into 4 
review at preſent, | 


To conclude, let us all be prevailed on to take 
theſe things into very ſerious conſideration. Be 
exhorted to hold faſt the profeſſion of your faith 
without wavering ; be united together in the 
bonds of affect ion and peace; be pure and exem- 
plary in your manners; conſider one another 
to provoke to love and good works; * not for- 
ſaking the aſſembling of yourſelves together, 
as the manner of ſome is;“ but, “ exhorting,” 
encouraging and ſtrengthening one another; “ ſo 
much the more as you ſee the day approaching;“ 
that great and ſolemn day which the pro- 


greſs of our years rapidly brings on, when Jeſus, 


our maſter and friend, whoſe we are, and whom we 


ſerve, ſhall be revealed again from Heaven, to ap- 


prove and reward every act of piety, and every la- 


bour of love, for his name. 


As ſervants, who wait for their Lord's coming, 
be diligent, that “ you may be found of him, 
without ſpot, and blameleſs;“ active for his ho- 
nour, and faithful to his cauſe. JoyevL and 
TRIUMPHANT Will be the meeting of genuine, 
zealous, faithful Diſciples, with their reſpected, 


beloved, approving MasTEr, whoſe reward is 


with him. Amen, Even ſo, come Lord 
Jeſus.” Amen, N 


THE PERPETUITY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


, - / 


MATTHEW XVI. 18. Latter Part. 


* 


And I ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church ;—aND 
THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL 
AGAINST IT, 


H E being and proſperity of the Chriſtian 
Church muſt be important and deſirable 
objects in the eſtimation of all, who have any 
concern for the preſent or eternal intereſts of 
mankind. If this declines, religion and virtue, 
ſo eſſential to the welfare of individuals and of 
public communities, will languiſh and decay of 
courſe, Joſe their credit and influence, and give 
way to licentiouſneſs of principle and profligacy 
B | of 
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of manners. The Chriſtian Church, from the 
time of its firſt eſtabliſhment, has been the great 
bulwark and ſupport of true piety and goodneſs, 
To this we have been more indebted than we are 
always ready to apprehend or own, for our ſecu— 
rity and welfare in every private capacity, and 
in every ſocial connection and relation. Whence 
have we derived our religious knowledge, liberty 
and peace? What has reſtrained the impetuoſi- 
ty and violence of ſelaiſh and malignant paſſions ? 
what has enforced the important obligations of 
mutual juſtice and benevolence ? what has con- 
tributed to render men peaceable and uſeful 
members of the community to which they belong? 
To what are we to aſcribe the decorum and or- 
der that ſubſiſt in the ſeveral ranks and ſubordi- 
nations of ſociety, and the influence of educa- 
tion, example, authority and law, with which 
our ſafety and happineſs are inſeparably connect- 
ed? To what do we owe thoſe conſolations and 
hopes, that adapt themſelves to every ſtage and 
condition of human life, and that are our beſt 
ſupport under the viciſſitudes of time, and in the 
proſpect of eternity? The principles and ſanc- 
tions of the Goſpel, perpetuated in the Chriſtian 
Church, and in a conſiderable degree inform- 
ing the judgment, and influencing the temper 


and conduct: theſe may be juſtly reckoned among 


the chief ſources of the invaluable benefits we 
enjoy, both as individuals and as members of 
ſociety. 
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ſociety. Should it be ſaid, that ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, fraud and violence, impiety and 
vice, have prevailed even in the Chriſtian world; 
and that the light of the Goſpel has been obſcured, 
and its efficacy reſtrained by the prejudices and 
paſſions of its votaries : we readily allow it, and 
have great reaſon to lament, that the actual in- 
fluence of Chriſtianity has not correſponded to 
its excellent and benign nature and tendency, 
However, although it has not produced all thoſe 
good effects, and to that degree, which we might 
expect or wiſh, has it had no influence at all? 


Have we no reaſon to imagine, that the world 


would have been in a worſe ſtate of ignorance 
and moral depravity, without the diſcoveries and 
ſanctions of the Goſpel? If there had been no 
extraordinary revelation, and men had been left 
to the unaſſiſted uſe of their natural faculties ; 
how ſlow and joyleſs muſt have been their pro- 
greſs in inveſtigating either the rule of their duty, 
or ſufficient motives to the practice of it! Do 
we not find, in fact, that errors and ſuperſtitions 
of the moſt unwarrantable kind, maintain their 
being and influence in thoſe countries, where the 
light of the Goſpel has not yet penetrated ? And 
if human nature continues ſo depraved, and the 
paſſions of men are ſo ungovernable, notwith- 
ſtanding all the principles and reſtraints of Chriſ- 
tianity ; what, may we not fairly conclude, would 
B2 have 
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have been the ſtate of the world in general, with. 
out the knowledge and the advantages it affords? 


Compare the conduct of men with the rule by 
which they ought to walk, and it appears very 
irregular and faulty: but if they had no rule at 
all, or if there were no ſanctions to enforce it, 


they muſt be much more depraved and profli- 


gate, Human authority and temporal penalties 


muſt have had a very limited and partial opera- 
tion. 


The perpetuity of the Chriſtian Church is, there- 
fore, an ineſtimable bleſſing. The character and 
influence of thoſe, who are its ſincere members, 
have an excellent tendency to diſcountenance and 
reſtrain profaneneſs and vice, and to promote 
the practice of univerſal virtue and goodneſs, 
In this view they are the excellent of the earth; 
they preſerve the exiſtence and privileges of the 
community to which they belong: and they fur- 
niſſi the moſt powerful reſtraints and motives to 
correct the degeneracy, and to advance the holi- 
neſs and felicity of mankind. How important 
and valuable is the promiſe of the text, which 
enſures the duration of the Chriſtian Church to 
the end of time! The gates of bell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it. : 


The 


1 

The Greek word, which is here, and in other 
places, tranſlated hell, ſtrictly denotes the inviſible 
world; and by the gates of hell we may underſtand 
the entrance or paſſage into the unſeen and future 
ſtate. This is the ſenſe in which the ſame ex- 
preſſion is uſed by the Greek writers; and if the 
' preſent were a proper occaſion, we might alledge 
a great number of authorities to this purpoſe *, 
The gates of 4e, or the inviſible ſtate, is an ex- 
preſſion very familiar with the ancient writers, 
both ſacred and profane, and import the ſame 
with the gates of death and of the grave. The 
words, thus explained, ſupply us with a very im- 
portant and comprehenſive doctrine. The Church 
of Chriſt ſtands on » immoveable foundation. 
Death, with all its apparent triumphs and horrors, 
cannot prevail againſt it. One generation of 
Chriſtians ſhall ariſe after another to ſupply its 
vacancies, and to perpetuate its exiſtence and its 
glory. Although the paſſage into an unſeen world 
is much frequented ; though it is attended with 
terrors that may lead the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſtians 
occaſionally to doubt and tremble; though the 
dominion of death ſeems to be unlimited and 
| perpetual ; yet the Church of the Redeemer ſhall 
remain and flouriſh through ſucceſſive ages of 
frail and mortal men; and all thoſe, who are its 
genuine members, ſhall -be reſcued from the 
manſions 


® See Whitby and Doddridge in loc. 
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manſions of the grave, and be gloriſied with their 


riſen and exalted Saviour in the day of his 
triumph. 


Having thus explained what ſeems to be the 
preciſe and proper meaning of our Lord's de- 
claration, we may obſerve 


I. That the promiſe, thus underſtood, conveyed 
very ſeaſonable relief to the apprehenſions 
and fears of the apoſtles in the view of their 
Maſter's crucifixion and death, 


This was a very ſuitable introduction to the 
diſcovery which he was ſoon to make of his 
approaching end. For we read, that from this 
time, Jeſus began to ſhew unto his diſcip/es how 
that he muſt go unto Jeruſalem, and ſuffer many things 
of the elders, and chief prieſts, and Scribes, and be 


killed, and be raiſed again the third day. And 


we find, that this affecting diſcovery alarmed 
the fears of the apoſtles, armed as they were 
againſt it by the promiſe which our Lord had 
juſt delivered: for Peter took him, and began to re- 
buke him, ſaying, be it far from thee, Lord ; this 
ſhall not be unto thee, T hey were ready to appre- 
hend, that the death of Chriſt would defeat all 
their hopes and expectations; and that his king- 
dom would terminate with his life, A crucified 
Redeemer could be no longer the object of their 

| truſt; 
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truſt; and all their flattering proſpets would 
meet a fatal diſappointment at the croſs and 
grave of their Prince and Saviour, What would 
become of them and of their cauſe, when he, who 
was the life and ſoul of it, ſhared the fate of an 
impoſtor? How unequal were they to the ar- 
duous taſk of reclaiming and reforming the world, 
without the preſence and concurrence of their 
divine Prophet and Maſter ? Would they be able 
to ſupport or propagate the credit of a religion, 
whoſe founder endured a cruel and ignominious 
death; and againſt which the prejudices and 
powers of the world were united in a formidable 
confederacy ? The view of this event, apparently 
ſo injurious to their honour and influence, would 
diſpirit and confound them ; and they would in- 
cline to give up all for loſt, when they were be- 
reaved of their Lord and Maſter. The laſt ſcene 
of his life would lead them to imagine, that all 
his promiſes were deluſions, and that the congre- 
gation of his apoſtles and diſciples muſt be left 
to ſhare the fate of their prince and leader, 


In order to fortify them againſt theſe conclu- 
ſions, and to inſpire them with reſolution and 
courage in the view of his ſufferings and death, 
he aſſures them, that his church was founded on 
a rock, and that the gates of the inviſible world 
that death itſelf ſhould not prevail againſt it. 
His own death, however threatening and diſcou- 


raging 
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raging it might appear, would not be the ruin 
of his cauſe nor of their hopes. They would ſoon 
find, that he had power to lay down his life, and to 
take it again ;—that death and the grave were 
ſubje& to his controul, and could detain him 
only during pleaſure. Hence they would be able 
to infer, that events which might at firſt view 
ſeem unfavourable to their credit and intereſt 


would in the iſſue conduce to their reputation 
and ſucceſs. 


II. The declaration of the text was not only a re- 
lief to the Apoſtles, and firſt diſciples in the 
view of their Lord's death; but an excellent 

and powerful incentive to their perſeverance, 
whatever might be the dangers and trials to 
which they themſelves would | be obnoxious, 


It is as if our Lord had ſaid: © the being and 
proſperity of my Church and intereſt do not de- 
pend on human ſkill and power. You, indeed, 
are honoured as inſtruments of preaching and 
propagating my religion in the world. The ſer- 
vice in which you are engaged is arduous and 
trying. You will meet with many difficulties 
and diſcouragements— Your enemies may purſue 
you with unrelenting malignity, ahd conſtrain 
you to ſeal the truth of your teſtimony with your 
blood. In ſuch circumſtances, you may tremble 

for 
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for yourſelves; and tremble to a greater degree 
for the welfare of thoſe, with whoſe inſtruction 
and falvation you are intruſted.—But be not 
afraid : as you may be aſſured of an ample recom- 
pence for yourſelves; you may ſafely truſt the 
cauſe in which you are embarked to the wiſdom 
and power of its founder. Th-,ugh you are re— 
moved from a ſcene of uieful labour by an 
untimely death; God will raiſe up a ſucceſ- 
ſion of thoſe, who ſhall take up and proſe- 
cute your charge, and enlarge the boundaries 
of his Church. When you ſee one another ap- 
prehended and condemned, be not diſcouraged 
or diſmayed. When your courſe of ſervice is 
ended, do not imagine, that your labour is loſt ; 
or that it ſhall loſe its reward; or that God will 
fail to ſend forth faithful labourers into his har- 
veſt. Your ſufferings and death, inſtead of ob- 
ſtructing the progreſs of my religion, will con- 
tribute to promote it. Your blood will be the 
ſeed of my Church: it will conduce to its ho- 
nour, to the increaſe of its members, and to the 
confirmation of thoſe who already believe. So 
far from involving it in any diſgrace or danger ; 
your death will eſtabliſh its foundation, lay it 
open to more general view and examination, ex- 
cite a ſpirit of emulation in thoſe who ſucceed 
you, and be productive of benefits, more general 
and much more durable than your continued life, 
By dying at the call of God, and in atteſtation 
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to the truth of his doctrine, you will convince 
the unbelieving, that the principles from which 
you act are excellent and important; and by 1]- 
luſtrating their power in that trying ſeaſon, you 
will teach others how to die, and whence to de- 
rive the choiceſt ſupports in the agonies of death. 
You will render the paſſage into an unſeen ſtate 
more eaſy and familiar, and diſperſe thoſe hor- 
rors, which diſtreſs the believing and upright in 
their laſt moments.“ 


To this effect was our Lord's inſtruction to his 
apoſtles by the declaration of the text; e gates 
of the inviſible world ſhall not prevail againſt my 
Church. So far from prevail ng againſt ir, they 
ſhall ſerve to increaſe its luſtre, to perpetuate its 
being, and to enlarge its ſpread and influence. 


III. The words of the text more generally imply, 
that the Chriſtian Church ſhall ſubfiſt and 
prevail through ſucceeding ages, notwith- 
ſtanding the encroachments and depreda- 
tions of death. 


As Chriſtians of one age have ſunk into their 
graves, a new harveſt has ſprung up in the next. 
One generation paſſeth away and another cometh * ; 
and inſtead of the fathers the children ariſe to be 
accounted to the” Lord for a generation +. Though 

numbers 
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numbers are continually paſſing through the 
gates of death; though the lights and ornaments 
of the church and world are removed; and every 
Chriſtian ſociety is occaſionally bereaved of thoſe 
who have contributed to its luſtre and ſupport 3 
the wiſdom and grace of the Redeemer have or- 
dained a ſucceſſion of ſuch as ſhall riſe up and 
call him bleſſed, Death, indeed, on the one 
hand, and religious indifference on the other, lay 
waſlle ſome of the richeſt plantations in the garden 
of our God. If we judge of the number of real 
Chriſtians by that of outward profeſſors, have we 
not reaſon to lament their very viſible decreaſe ? 
How many vacant ſeats will every place of wor— 
ſhip exhibit, once ſtatedly and honourably occu— 
pied by the anceſtors of thoſe, who have forſaken 
the houſe and worſhip of God! Death makes 
breaches upon us, which are not ſoon nor eaſily 
repaired ; and that diſregard to public ordinances, 
which is the diſgrace of the preſent day, renders 
the depredations of death a ſubject of juſt and 
bitter lamentation. The t:1umphs of death, more 
ſenſibly felt, and more diſtinctly obſerved, by 
reaſon of the languor and indifference of modern 
chriſtians, preſent a very gloomy and diſcourag- 
ing proſpect: and ſome may be ready to exclaim, 
with a mixture of regret'and deſpondency, ſhall 
the gates of the inviſible world eventually pre- 
vail againſt the Church of the Redeemer? Will 
the ravages of death and the declining ſtate of 
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religion end in its total extinction and ruin ? 
Shall we, or any of our poſterity, ſurvive the 
exiſtence of the Chriſtian Church ? and ſhall any 
future generations in this diſtinguiſhed land be 
ever reduced to the wretched ſtate of thoſe coun- 
tries, where the Church of God was firſt planted ? 


Whilſt, I am perſuaded, it will be our vnited 
prayer and endeavour to prevent a calamity ſo 
dreadful, we may be aſſured, that whatever may 
be the ſtate of one or another nation, in this re- 
ſpe&, the Church of Chriſt will continue to the 
end of time. The gates of death ſhall not prevail 
againſt it, It will be ſubject to viciſſitudes and 
declenſions; but it will never be utterly loſt and 
fail, We may rely on the truth and faithfulneſs 
of its great Lord and guardian, He hath pro- 
miſed to preſerve and uphold it; and his power 
and grace are equal to his purpoſe. We have 
reaſon to believe, that it will yet revive and 
flouriſh ; that the unbelieving Jew, and unen- 
lightened Gentile of every nation, will be admit- 
ted into its ſacred incloſures; and that the name 
of the Redeemer ſhall be knewn and magnified 
through the whole habitable world, 


IV. The declaration of the text implies, that the 
dominion of death over thoſe members of 
the Chriſtian Church, who are or may be 
removed into its inviſible territories, is ut- 


terly 


1 
terly aboliſhed ; and that they ſhall ſhare 


the triumphs and glories of their riſen and 
exalted Redeemer *. 


By the Church of Chriſt we may underſtand 
the whole aſſembly of thoſe who are his true diſ- 
ciples, however they may be diſtinguiſhed by 
climate, religious opinion, mode of profeſſion or 
outward condition. With reſpect to ſuch it is 
unqueſtionably true, that the gates of the unſeen 
world ſhall not prevail againſt them. Our Lord Jeſus 
has, by his own death and ſubſequent reſurrection, 
deſtroyed him that had the power of death t. He 
hath the keys of the unſeen flate and of death . He 
will open the doors of their priſon and relieve the 
captives. Life and immortality are the ſubjects 
of his doctrine and the fruits of his mediatien. 
All that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice and ſhall 
come forth; they that have done good to the reſurrec- 
tion of life d. He will come to be glorified in his ſaints, 
and admired in all them that believe ||. To human 
view and apprehenſion deathis the end of our being 
and enjoyment. The eye of ſenſe cannot purſue 
the departed ſpirit into the manſions of the dead. 
But faith ſupplies us with organs of perception, 
that can penetrate through the veil, and unfolds 
to our mental eye the glorious ſcenes and proſ- 
pes of immortality. This informs us, that 


death, 


* Grotius in loc. + Heb. ü. 14. 1 Rev. i. 18. 
5 John v. 28, 29. || 2 Theſſ. i. 10. | 
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death, under the diſpenſation of the Redeemer, 
infers no interruption of our exiſtence. It only 
produces a change in the manner and connections 
of our being, and in the nature of our exerciſes 
and enjoyments. This informs us, that the pe. 
riod approaches, in which the dead ſhall be raiſed; 
and teaches us to look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall change the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his glos ious body, 
according to the working whe eby be is able to ſubdue 
all things to himſelf *. Faith directs our vicws and 
proſpects to a ſeaſon of retribution, when death, 
the laſt enemy, ſhall be deſtroyed F ; and the ſaints of 
God ſhali be convened to the tribunal of their 
Judge, and receive the bliſsful ſentence from his 
lips, Ceme ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dem prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world F. Then ſhall we perceive, admire, and 
applaud the literal and full accompliſhment of 
the promiſe in the text, that the gates of hades, 
or of the inviſible ſtate, all not prevail againſt 
the Church of Chriſt. 


From what has been ſaid we may deduce the 
following reflections: 


I. The continuance of the Chriſtian Church 
through ſucceſſive generations is a ſtiong 


proof 


Philip. ti. 20, 21, + 1 Cor. xv. 26. 1 Matt. xxV. 34 
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proof of the truth and excellence of thoſe 
principles upon which it is founded. 


Had the little flock, which was collected to- 
gether during our Lord's public miniſtry, been 
united only by the weak bonds of enthuſiaſm or 
impoſture ; the diſgrace and death of the chief 
Shepherd muſt have ſeparated and diſperſed it. 
Can we imagine, from any known principles of 
human policy and contrivance, that its number 
would have been ſo prodigiouſly augmented in 
the place, and immediately at the time of his 
crucifixion 2 But let its firſt increaſe, however 
contrary to every ordinary event, be attributed 
to the operation of human paſſion ; to what can 
we aſcribe its ſubſiſtence and ſpread through the 
molt civilized nations, where paſſion could have 
no influence, and where every ſhadow of an im- 
poſture muſt have been examined and detected? 
W hat could have procured for it friends and vo- 
taries during the three firlt centuries, when it 
was calumniated and perſecuted, and when any 
alliance with it muſt have been maintained at the 
riſk, and even with the ſacrifice, of eaſe, property 
and life? What could have preſerved the name 
and ſociety of Chriſtians to our own days, through 
all the revolutions of time and of the world ? To 
what are we to aſcribe the ſubſiſtence and per- 
petuity of the Chriſtian Church ?—of that com- 
munity, which was firlt formed in Judea under 

the 


_— — — dc een 4 He GE 
x: 2 Y „ * 


K 
H 
' 


chief corner-ſtone *, we ſhall be ſecure from every 
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the direction and auſpices of one, who, to outward 
appearance, was mean and inconſiderable, and 
who died an ignominous death; and which has 
ſtruggled with ſuch a variety of oppoſition thro' 
every age? The Church of Chriſt was founded 
upon a rock. The principles of its union were 
ſupernatural and divine. The doctrines and ſanc- 
tions, by which its ſubſiſtence has been main- 
tained, were derived from God. His providence 
has been its ſecurity and defence. Becauſe it 
has been the peculiar charge of the Almighty, it 
continues to this day, and will continue to the 
end of time. 


II. An intereſt in the privileges and benefits of 
the Chriſtian Church 1s of unſpeakable im- 
portance to frail and mortal man, 


This is our only certain refuge amidſt the 
changes of life and time. Hither let us repair 
for ſafety, conſolation and hope, under all our 
trials. If we are real and living members of that 
Church, which is built upon the foundation of the 
apoſiles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 


ſtorm of temptation and of diſtreſs; we ſhall be un- 
der the protection of Almighty power, and under 
the {miles of paternal favour : we ſhall enjoy the 
privileges and hopes of the children of God, and 

__ grow 
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grow up into a meetneſs for the general aſſembly 
and Church of the firſt- born, which are written in 
heaven *. Why ſhould any exclude themſelves 
from this ſacred incloſure—from this bleſt aſy- 
lum? Why ſhould they wander into forbidden 
and deſtructive paths, in the vain purſuit of eaſe 
and pleaſure ; when they may find in the ſociety 
of true Chriſtians, under the patronage of the 
Redeemer of the world, a refuge from guilt, and 
doubt and fear, and an ample proviſion of grace 
and conſolation, which can never fail ? 


III. The promiſe of the text is very encouraging 
amidſt the viſible declenſions of religion, and 
in the proſpect of futurity. 


The ſociety of true Chriſtians may be dimi- 
niſhed; but it can never be annihilated. It may 
loſe its friends and advocates by death; and in- 
difference may prevent the loſs from being im- 
mediately ſupplied. The greateſt and beſt men 
muſt withdraw their ſupport and depart into the 
regions of reſt and ſilence. But the Church of 
Chriſt, who is in this reſpect the /ame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever , ſhall abide, and renew its 
triumphs. How animating to its friends on the 
ſurvey of its decreaſe, and in the concern they 
feel for irs ſubſiſtence and proſperity at the cloſe 
of life, is the promiſe of our Saviour in the text! 

D They 
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bers of that body, of which Chriſt is the head 
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They leave it at the call of God; but they leave 
it under a divine and almighty protection. They 
regret the inefficacy of all their attempts to 
revive its proſperity and honour; but what they 
are too feeble to accompliſh, the grace of God 
will in due time effect. They commit it, with 
all its intereſts, to its great head and Lord; and 
from a feeling of the benefits they derive from it, 
the laſt accents they utter are a broken petition, 
pronounced with a faultering tongue, for its ſe- 
curity and welfare. May the gates of the grave 
never prevail againſt thy Church, 


IV. What conſolation and ſupport to the upright 
and good does this ſubje& furniſh in the 
near views of death and eternity ! 


The power of death is reſtrained and vanquiſh- 
ed. The gates of the grave are opened; and 
they preſent an entrance into immortality and 
glory. Why ſhould any ſuch tremble and draw 
back in the view of their laſt conflict? Shall we be 
reluctant to paſs through the gates of death into 
unchangeable life and bleſſedneſs? Shall we be 
afraid to die, when death 1s the certain com- 
mencement of an everlaſting ſtate of ſecurity and 
happineſs? Ihe laviſh fear of diſſolution is un- 
reaſonable and ungrateful. If we are the mem- 


and guardian, he will conduct and uphold us 
through 


A 
through the dark valley; and give us an abun- 
dant entrance into his everlaſting kingdom. Let 
our faith and hope be in more lively exerciſe, 
and we ſhal} be able to welcome the approaches 
of our diſſolution ; and when the pains of death 
increaſe upon us, adopt this triumphant lan— 
guage : Come Lord Jeſus: Amen, Come quitkly f. 


V. Parents may derive encouragement from this 
ſubject to pay peculiar attention to the reli- 
gious education of their children: and the 
young will imbibe a ſpirit of emulation to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves as the ornament and 
ſupport of the Chriſtian Church, 


You, Sirs! that are parents, are in ſome mea- 
ſure intruſted with the perpetuity of the Chriſtian 
Church. To your fidelity and care is committed 
the accompliſhment of the gracious prediction, 
that the gates of death ſhall not prevail againſt it. It 1s 
an honourable and important charge. It will be 
your concern to execute it with fidelity and dili— 
gence; and God will give you ſucceſs, It will 
afford ſome of the moſt pleaſing reflections in 
your declining years, that your poſterity are like- 
ly to be fellow-workers with Chriſt, in perpetu- 
ating the being and honour of his Church in the 
world. When you are ſummoned to quit your 
ſtations of uſefulneſs, it will be a reviving thought, 
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that your children will ſucceed you, and be the 
guardians and ornaments of religion, when you 
have entered on your reſt and reward. And if 
parents, in the unſeen ſtate, can have any ap- 
prehenſion of what paſſes in this lower world, the 
reflection on the piety and uſefulneſs of their 
children will be no inconſiderable augmentation 
of their bliſs. This, however, is certain, that 
it will greatly redound to the joy and triumph af 
their ſeaſon of retribution to be able to ſay: Be- 


hold, here are we, and the children which God hath 
given us | F 


And is it no incitement to your emulation, ye 
ingenuous deſcendants of pious parents! to con- 
ſider, that your heavenly Father directs his views 
to you for the ſupport of his church and intereſt 
in the world ? Will he honour you, as the in- 
ſtruments of fulfilling and executing his gracious 
deſigns? and do you feel no grateful and gene- 
rous ambition to diſcharge the truſt, which he 
confides in you ? Can you look with indifference 
on the breaches which are made by death in the 
Chriſtian Socteties to wh:ch you belong? And 
have you no concern to fill up thoſe vacant parts 
of duty, which God and nature have devolved 
upon you ? You cannot bear to think, that death 
and the grave ſhould prevail againſt the Church 
of Chriſt. You are animated by his promiſe to 
every 
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every good word and work; and will approve 
yourſelves ftedfaft, unmoveable, and always abound- 


ing in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know, 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord Þ. 


VI. How important and uſeful is the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry : and what reaſon have we to ad- 
mire the goodneſs of divine Providence, 
which raiſes up a ſucceſſion of thoſe, who 
are inſtruments of perpetuating the Church 
of the Redeemer in the world! 


How encouraging likewiſe to the faithful Mi- 
niſter, under a humbling ſenſe of his inſufficiency 
for the arduous work aſſigned him, and under 
the mortifying apprehenſion, leſt he ſhould la- 
bour in vain, and ſpend his ſtrength for nought — 
how encouraging, in ſuch circumſtances, is the 
aſſurance, that the Chriſtian Church ſhall ſubſiſt 
and prevail, till time ſhall be no more ! 


Finally. May not miniſters, who are faithful and 
diligent in the diſcharge of the truſt repoſed 
with them, expect to be ſupported and en- 
couraged in the exerciſe of their miniſtry, 
not merely for their own ſakes, but with a 
view of preſerving and perpetuating the be- 

ing of the Chriſtian Church ? : 
t 
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It is your province, Sirs! whom God has 
bleſſed with the means and the inclination for 
this purpoſe, to be fellow-workers with Chriſt 
in accompliſhing the promiſe of the text. And 
I am perſuaded this conſideration will engage 
you, not only to contribute to their ſupport, 
but to encourage them in their labours by a 
diligent attendance on their miniſtrations, and 
2 concern to profit by them. To miniſters, who 
are duly ſolicitous for fulfilling the end of their 
office, nothing can be more pleaſing and more 
animating than the regular attendance and viſible 
improvement of thoſe, who are committed to their 
care. May the Miniſter of this Chriſtian Society 
be thus encouraged ! and may the encourage- 
ment he ts with induce him to perſevere in 
ity and-diligence, and increaſe his con- 
ardour in promoting your preſent and 
eternal welfare! In the proſpe& of the period 
of judgment and retribution, may he be able to 
ſay of the people of his charge, What is my hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the 
preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming ? 
Ye are my glory and my joy*! Amen. 


® 1 Theſſal. ii. 19, 20. 
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ALSO 
THE ADVANTAGES OF KNOWLEDGE, ILLUSTRATED AND 
RECOMMENDED IN A 
8 E R M 0 N, 

Delivered on Wedneſday the zoth April, 1788, at the Meet- 

ing-houſe in the Old Jewry, London, to the ſupporters of 

a New Academical Inſtitution among Proteſiant Difſenters, 
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE, 


DEAR SIR, 


OUR qualifications for the Chriſtian Mi- 

niſtry have been long known and approved, 
To the abilities which you have derived from the 
Author of Nature, and the knowledge which 
you have acquired by a courſe of regular educa- 
tion, you have ſuperadded the application, im- 
provement and experience of maturer years; and 


you are thoroughly furniſhed for every good 
word and work. 


Your brethren and friends, who are aſſembled 
on the preſent occaſion, need no evidence of your 
fitneſs for the office which you have undertaken : 
Nor does the congregation, to which you miniſter 
with diſtinguiſhed approbation, and with the plea- 
ſing proſpect of increaſing uſefulneſs, require any 
ſatisfaction in this reſpe&t. We claim no right to 
inveſt you either with the office of a chriſtian mi- 
niſter in general, or with that of the paſtor of 
this Chriſtian Society in particular, The former 

— depends 
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depends on your own deliberate choice, and the 
qualifications which you poſſeſs for the acceptable 
exerciſe of it: and the latter on the united ſuf- 
frage and continued attachment of the members 
and ſubſcribers of this Chriſtian Society. Your 
brethren in the miniſtry are now convened, at 
your requeſt, in concurrence with the wiſhes of 
this congregation, to acknowledge and approve 
you in the full exerciſe of that miniſtry, for 
which you are prepared, and to which you are de- 
voted. Without pretending to inveſt you with 
any rights or powers, of which you are not already 
in compleat poſſeſſion, and diſclaiming every 
kind and degree of dominion over your faith as 
a Chriſtian, and your profeſſion as a Miniſter, 
I they think it decent and uſeful to avail themſelves 
| | of the opportunity, which your ſettlement with 
1 this ſociety affords them, of bearing public teſti- 
mony to your qualifications and character ; of 
ſuggeſting to you and to thoſe to whom you 
miniſter, by a charge and a ſermon, important 
and ſalutary inſtruction; of impreſſing on your 
. mind, and on their minds a ſenſe of truths and 
1 duties, which cannot be too often recollected, 
nor too ſeriouſly con ſidered; and of recommend- 
ing you and them, by united prayer, to the divine 
favour and bleſſing. 


| * 
[| Againſt 
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Againſt a religious ſervice of this kind, on an 
occaſion ſo intereſting, your brethren now en- 
gaged can diſcern no ſufficient objection. They 
do not think themſelves juſtified in diſcontinuing 
a practice, reaſonable in itſelf and beneficial in 
its effects, becauſe it has ſometimes been injudi- 
ciouſly conducted, and becauſe ſome perſons have 
conceived erroneous and ſuperſtitious notions 
concerning it. To aboliſh an ancient and uſeful 
cultom, on account of the poſſible abuſe of it, 
would be, in their opinion, unwarrantable : more 
eſpecially if they are able to diſcover traces of a 
ſimilar practice in the early ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, and on occaſions, when no office was 
conferred, and when no extraordinary gifts were 
communicated, See Acts xiii. 1, 2, 3. Ads 
xv. 40. ns 
You, my dear friend and brother, agree with 
us in your general ideas of the obligation and 
utility of this practice. We are aſſembled at 
your deſire ; and we know that you have no ob- 
jections againſt making that public profeſſion of 
your Chriſtian Faith, which has been uſual on 
ſuch occaſions. But we mult requeſt you, Sir, 
to conſider, and all who attend likewiſe to con- 
ſider, that it is your own voluntary act: And 


that we do not regard it as a neceſſary and in- 


diſpenſible part of the ſervice in which we are 


engaged. 


— 8 
- — . 
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engaged. We wiſh it likewiſe to be known, 
that whatever may be your religious ſentiments, 
and how much ſoever they may differ from thoſe 
of your brethren, they cordially concur in recom- 
mending you, and your miniſterial labours, to 
the bleſſing of God, and to the edification and 
acceptance of this Chriſtian Church, 


- 
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QUESTIONS, &c. 


UESTION I. Will you then favour 
us with your ſentiments concerning the 
nature, deſign and evidence of that divine and 
excellent Religion, which you receive as the rule 
of your faith and practice, and which it will be 
the labour of your life to recommend to others ? 


AnswER. I cannot-expreſs the ſenſations I feel, 
in ſpeaking before this numerous and reſpectable 
aſſembly, on the preſent occaſion. As to parti- 
cular Confeſſions of Faith, reſpeCting thoſe abſtruſe 
and diſputable points of Theology (in my opinion 
of no eſſential importance) which have ſo lament- 
ably divided the Chriſtian Church, I own that 


to me they appear neither zeceſary nor uſeful. 


On the contrary, I think, they have a tendency 
in ſome degree to influence the mind in its future 
reſearches, and to give it an undue bias in its farther 
examination into the ſubjects of controverſy. I 
gratefully acknowledge the candour and libera- 


lity 


8 Dueſtions and Anſwers, 
lity of the Chriſtian Society to which I ſtatedl 


officiate, and of the gentlemen engaged in this 


ſervice, in leaving this matter entirely to my 
own Choice, 


So far, therefore, from having an objeQion to 
it, I rejoice in the opportunity of thus publicly 
bearing my teſtimony to the truth, and giving 
an account of my views of the principal Doctrines 
of natural and revealed Religion; particularly of 
the deſign and evidence of that Goſpel which we 
all profeſs to believe, and on which we build our 
hopes of future ſalvation. It is needleſs, I preſume, 
to intreat the candour and indulgence of this au- 
ditory, while | ſpeak on an occaſion, in which my 
feelings are ſo peculiarly intereſted, 


When I take a view of the works of Nature, 
the heavens above adorned with innumerable 
ſtars, which probably afford light and heat to 
myriads of worlds; the ſun placed in the center 
of our ſyſtem, and by its ſalutary rays, reviving 
and cheering thoſe planets that revolve around 
it When I conſider the regularity of the revo- 
lutions of the heavenly bodies, and the proper diſ- 
tances at which they are ſituated When I caſt 
my eyes around me on this earth, ſo well fur- 
niſhed for the ſubſiſtence and comfort of its in- 
habicants—When I reflect on the conſtant return 


of the ſeaſons, Summer, Winter, Seed-time and 
Harveſt, 
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Harveſt, and the regular ſucceſſion of days and 
nights When I employ my thoughts on the for- 
mation of the Lord of this lower creation Man, 
on the firuure of his body, and the powers of his 
mind, on that rational nature with which he is 
endowed, capable of endleſs improvement in 
knowledge, virtue and happineſs - When engaged 
in ſerious contemplation on theſe ſubjects, | am 
ſtruck with a folemn awe, and convinced that a 
ſupreme intelligent Being neceſſarily exiſts, whom 
we call Gov. 


It can be proved, I think, from undeniable 
principles of reaſon, that as Gol] is the firll great 
cauſe and original of all things, ſo He himſelf 
muſt be underived in his exiſtence; preſent in 
all parts of his vait dominion; continually exer- 
ciſing an over-ruling providence, which extends 
to the meaneſt reptile, and the moſt trivial event; 
ordering every diſpenſation, which infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Benevolence can deviſe, for the good of 
his creatures; © whoſe loving kindneſs and ten- 
der mercies are over all the works of his hands” 
the unerring Searcher of hearts, and impartial 
Judge of all mankind. 


From the Moſaic account of the formation of 
this earth, in the moſt ancient and authentic hil- 
tory with which we are favoured, it appears, that 


order and regularity being produced by the Divine 
C Power, 


. 
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Power, out of that Chaotic ſtate, in which it is 
firſt exhibited to us, and herbs and trees, inſects, 
fiſhes, fowls and beaſts of various kinds, being 
created : © God formed man out of the duſt of 
the ground, breathed into him the breath of 
life,” and endowed him with thoſe powers and 
faculties, by which he is diſtinguiſhed from the 
brutes that periſh, The benevolent Author of 
his nature having made him capable of continued 
virtue and happineſs, placed him in paradiſe, 
beſtowed on him peculiar marks of his favour and 
friendſhip, and enjoined but one teſt of his obedience, 
that he ſhould abſtain from eating the fruit of a 
certain tree in the garden, threatening death as 
the penalty of his tranſgreſſion. 


By the Moſaic hiſtory we are informed likewiſe, 
that man, being overcome by the ſolicitations of 
the woman God had given him, who was herſelf 
ſeduced by a creature called the Serpent, violated 
the Divine command; by which melancholy 
event, natural and moral evil was introduced, fin 
entered into the world, and our firſt parents with 
their poſterity became mortal; liable to the 
troubles and miſeries of human life, and in the 
end the prey of death. 


Whether this account be taken literally or alle- 
gorically a queſtion on which learned men differ 
—This information ſeems to me at leaſt to be 

conveyed 
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conveyed by it, that our firſt parents were placed 
in a ſtate of trial; that they broke the law of 
God, and loſt their innocence and viftue ; where- 
by the ſeeds of diſeaſe and death were ſown, ex- 
tending their baneful effects to themſelves and 
their deſcendants, 


But it appears to me, that our heavenly Fa- 
ther, foreknowing to what a wretched ſtate they 
would reduce themſelves by their apoſtacy, had 
from a principle of pure love and benevolence, 
preordained a Saviour. To keep them therefore 
from deſpair, and to revive the hopes and expec- 
tations of their poſterity, Gob, though he ſaw fit 
to baniſh our firſt parents from Paradiſe, gave 
them this gracious declaration, * the ſeed of the 
woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's head.“ 


Some plainer intimations of this glorious event 
were communicated to the Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob; to them it was declared, that 
cc in their ſeed ſhould all the families of the 
earth be bleſſed.” Moſes, the diſtinguiſhed ſer- 
vant of God, and lawgiver to the Iſraelites, 
ſpeaks of © a Prophet whom the Lord their God 
would raiſe up among their brethren like unto 


him.” 


The ſucceeding prophets refer to ſome great 


Perſonage that would one day make his appear- 
C 2 ance 
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ance in the important character of the Redeemer 
and Saviour of the world. They intimate the 
time when the Meſſiah would come. They fore- 
tel the tribe and family of which he would be 
born ; the place of his nativity, and various other 
circumitances reſpecting his birth, his life and 
miracles, the treatment he would meet with from 
his country-men, his death, reſurrection, aſcen— 
ſion, and glorious exaltation. 


Sacred and profane hiſtory coincide in eſta. 
bliſhing this important fact, that in the reign of 
Auguſtus Cæſar, the Roman emperor, when a 
cencral expectation of the Meſſiah prevailed 
among the Jews; when a variety of circumſtances 
conſpired to intimate his approach, Jeſus Chriſt 
was born, 


i When I read the ſacred ſcriptures I perceive, 
that in Him were fulfilled many ſtriking prophe- 
cies, delivered many ages before his birth, which 
no human wiſdom or foreſight could have diftated; 

| that they proceeded from the inſpiration of God, 
[i and were deſigned as a fignal teſtimony to the Di- 
! vine Miſſion of the perſun to whom they ſhould 


2 apply. 


The accounts given of Jeſus Chriſt by the 
| | _ FEvangelifts, and of the extraordinary powers with 
b | which the Apoſtles and many of the firſt Chriſ- 
tians 


Queſtions and Anſwers. 13 
tians were endowed by the holy fpirit, related in 
the New Teſtament, I receive as well authenti- 
cated Matters of fact. There ſeems to be abun- 
dant hiſtorical proof, that theſe accounts were 
really written by thoſe perſons to whom they are 
aſcribed. They had from their ſituation ſuffi- 
cient means of information, reſpecting the truth 
of the things they relate, ſo that they could 
not be deceived themſelves. From the ſenſe of 
integrity and piety they diſcovered on every oc- 
caſion ; the perſecutions to which their profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity expoſed them, and the noble he- 
roic ſpirit with which they endured theſe perſe- 


cutions, I conclude, they would not wilfully 
deceive others. 


When I conſider the rapid progreſs of Chriſti- 


anity, propagated by a few poor unlearned men; 


oppoſed by all the powers of the world ; having 
to engage with the pride of the Grecian philoſo- 
phers, the prejudices of the bigotted Jew, and the 
perſecutions of the cruel and malicious of every 
deſcription, I am convinced, that if this religion 
had not been of God, it muſt have come to 
nought. 


When I perceive the exact accompliſhment of 
many of the prophecies of Jeſus Chriſt, concern- 
ing the circumſtances of his own death, reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion ; the deſcent of the Spirit on 


the 
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the day of Pentecoſt, the extenſive ſpread of his 
religion, and the ſignal deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; 
am conſtrained to acknowledge, that he was 
no Deceiver, but a true Prophet, intimately ac- 


quainted with the will and deſign of his heavenly 
Father. 


When I reflect, moreover, on the miraculous 
converſion of St. Paul, from a violent and bigot- 
ted Jew to a zealous and noble defender of the 
Chriſtian Faith; when I think on the nature of 
the prophecies delivered by ſome of the apoſtles, 
more eſpecially the revelation of St. John, con- 
taining a general account of the ſtate of the Chriſti- 
an Church rill the end of the world ; and farther 
reflect that part of theſe prophecies hath been al- 
ready ſo exactly fulfilled, as to give us reaſon to 
expect the accompliſhment of the reſt in due time 
— ſeriouſly conſidering theſe things, I feel that 
the proofs of Chriſtianity are ſo ſtrong, numerous, 
and convincing, as to command my moſt cordial 


aſſent. 


When I add to this, the evidence ariſing from 
the geaſonableneſs, the purity, the grand ſimpli- 
city of the writings of the New Teſtament; when 
I] conſider that they contain doftrines of infinite 
moment and importance, many of which could 
not have been diſcovered by the unaſſiſted light 
of nature, yet when revealed perfectly agreeable 

tO 
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to reaſon; when I perceive their tendency, to illu- 
minate the underſtanding, to inſpire the heart 
with ſentiments of univerſal benevolence, to pro- 
mote holineſs of life, to afford conſolation in diſ- 
treſs, and raiſe the hopes of the dejected, to 
ennoble the nature of man, and advance his preſent 
and future felicity; they appear to me ſtamped 
with Divine Authority, and I cheerfully receive 
the goſpel, as my rule of faith and practice. 


The principal doctrines contained in theſe ſa 
cred records are, in my opinion, theſe : — 


That there is one God, a Being poſſeſſed of 
every poſſible perfection, the Creator and Preſer- 
ver of the whole univerſe—that he exerciſes a 
natural and moral government over the world — 
that when mankind, by the abuſe of their facul- 
ties, the perverſion of their reaſon, and corruption 
of their hearts, were reduced to a ſtate of guilt and 
ruin, our benevolent Parent, not willing that any 
of his creatures ſhould periſh, ſent his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt to ſave them—that the terms on which we 
may hope for the forgiveneſs of our offences, and 
acceptance with our Maker, are,“ Repentance to- 
wards God, and Faith in our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt,” and bat repentance is vain, which 
does not terminate in the forſaking of ſin, and that 
faith ineffectual which produces not good works — 


that divine aſſiſtance will be afforded to all thoſe warn 
wit 
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with ardent prayers to God, exert their ſincere en- 
deavours, to correct their bad habits, and to attain 


practical principles of piety and virtue that this 


is a ſtate of trial and probation for another world 
that“ as in Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive — that when the ſchemes of Divine 
Providence are completed, * the heavens will 
paſs away with a great noiſe, the elements melt 
with fervent heat, and the works that are therein 
be burned up;” “ Jeſus Chriſt will come in the 
power and glory of his Father, with his holy 
angels ;” the dead will be raiſed ; thoſe who are 
then alive be changed, and both be ſummoned be- 
fore his awful tribunal, © to be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body”—that then the 
ſincerely good and faithful will be honoured and 
rewarded, the wicked and impenitent diſgraced 
and puniſhed, 


Theſe appear to me to be the moſt important 
parts, the grand and ſtriking outlines of the Chriſ- 
tian ſcheme; and I am happy thus publicly to 
declare my faith in thoſe doctrines, in which moſt 
ſets and denominations of Chriſtians agree, how 


much ſoever they may differ with reſpect to ſub- 
Jes of doubtful diſputation. 


It may not be improper for me to add, that 
although a number of burdenſome rites and ce- 


remonies were enjoined by the Jewiſh lawgiver 
on 
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on the Iſraelites, yet Jeſus Chriſt appointed to 
be obſerved by his followers, two poſitive inſti- 
tutions only, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; 
which, in my opinion, were deſigned to be con- 
tinued throughout every age of the Chriſtian 
Church. The former initiatory to all its outward 
privileges; the latter calculated to preſerve in 
our minds, a ſenſe of our obligations to God for 
ſending his Son to die for mankind; to expreſs 
our ſincere faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as our Lord and 
Saviour, and our love and charity to one another 
as his followers, and in the moſt ſignificant man- 
ner, © to ſhow forth the Lord's death till he 
come.” 


Thus have I, in the preſence of God, and this 
reſpectable congregation, delivered thoſe general 
principles of my faith, which appear to me the 
moſt important. I have been ſilent with reſpect 
to the abſtruſe and ſpeculative doctrines of Theo- 
logy. I think them, compared with the plain 
truths of Chriſtianity, of little moment. Al- 
though the evidence ſeems to me to preponderate 
on one fide of theſe controverſial ſubjects, rather 
than the ather, yet I perceive difficultics attend 
every ſcheme, which is ſo zealouſly maintained 
by different ſects and parties. 


Whatever opinions therefore I form, I wiſh to 


be always open to conviction, and to guard againſt 
D that 
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that ſcepticiſm, on the one hand, which leaves alt 
religious principles unſettled, and that dogmatica/ 
ſpirit, on the other, which decides, with an air of 
infallibility, thoſe points of controverſy, on 
which wiſe and good men differ; exerciſing, at 
the ſame time, unfeigned love and charity to- 
wards all denominations of Chriſtians. I doubt 
not, but the ſincere of every religious profeſſion ; 
all thoſe who ardently pray to © the giver of 
every good and perfect gift” for heavenly wiſ- 
dom, and ſeriouſly endeavour to find out the 
truth; all thoſe who improve the advantages, 
whatever they may be, which God affords them, 
of knowing and practiſing his will, though per- 
mitted to fall into many ſpeculative errors, will 
meet with the Divine acceptance. 


QuesT1on II. You, Sir, are not unapprized 
of the corruptions and errors that have been intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian Church ; of the degree 
in which they have prevailed, and of the perni- 
cious effects which they have produced in the 
church of Rome. The Proteſtant Reformation 
you moſt cordially approve, as an event of the 
greateſt importance to the civil and religious in- 
tereſts of our country. Will you pleaſe to in- 
form us, what are your ſentiments of the princi- 
ples upon which this reformation was founded ? 


ANSWER 
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AnsSweR. There is no bleſſing with which 
heaven has favoured the world, but is liable to 
be abuſed. This ſeems to have been the caſe 
with the pure and benevolent religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. It was ſoon corrupted by pride, ambi- 
tion and worldly policy. The Church of Rome 
uſurped a power and authority, inconſiſtent with 
the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and inimical to 
the dearelt rights and liberties of mankind. 


When I confider how irrational and contradic- 
tory are its principles; how pompous, childiſh, 
and abſurd its rites and ceremonies ; that it is 
founded in the groſſeſt ignorance, and ſupported 
by the moſt unchriitian means of cruelty and ſpi- 
ritual tyranny ; I cannot but eſteem the Refox- 
mation from popery, as one of the nobleſt gras 
in hiſtory. The reformers juſtified it upon the 
molt ſolid and rational principles, the ſufficiency 
of Scripture for a rule of faith and manners, and 
the right of private judgment in religious mat- 
ters. They clearly pointed out the abſurdity of 
ſuppoſing, there was any other infallible head of the 
Church than Jeſus Chriſt, They laboured to ex- 
poſe the arrogant claims, the preſumptuous pre- 
tences of the hierarchy of the church of Rome, 
and to give men juſter notions of the rights and 
privileges to which they were entitled by reaſon 


and revelation. And Heaven crowned their ex- 


ertions with ſucceſs, I hole renowned worthies 
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who were the inſtruments of bringing about this 
glorious event, ought to be had in everlaſting 
remembrance, as the benefactors of the world in 
general, and the Chriſtian Church in particular. 


| QuesTr1on III. You, Sir, have connected 
| yourſelf with that body of Proteſtants in this 
country, who are denominated Diſſenters. Diſ- 
[ tinguiſhed as they are in a variety of reſpects, 
74 and happy as their miniſters muſt think them 
ſelves in the voluntary expreſſions of their attach- 
ment and eſteem; and peculiarly happy as you 
are in your ſituation and connections; yet you 
well know, that diſſenting miniſters are excluded 
from a ſhare in thoſe emoluments, which the 
eſtabliſhed church appropriates to her own clergy. 
| In the progreſs of your life, and as you extend 
your connections, you will probably form ac- 
quaintance with many members and miniſters of 
the national church, who will deſerve your cor- 
dial affection and reſpect; and you will, we are 
perſuaded, on all occaſions, maintain and pro- 
feſs your own ſentiments with the liberality and 
candour of a gentleman, a ſcholar and a Chriſ- 
tian, However, as you differ in your judgment 
and profeſſion, from a very reſpectable body of 
your fellow Chriſtians and fellow Proteſtants, will 
you favour us with ſome account of the grounds 
of this difference, or the reaſons why you diſſent, 


and 
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and chuſe to exerciſe your miniſtry among Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ? 


AnSWER. Convinced it is the duty of every 
one to adopt that mode of worſhip, which, after 
mature conſideration, appears to him the pureft 
and moſt rational, I have, with the impartiality 
due to the cauſe of Truth, examined into the 


grounds of my diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church 
of this country, 


I eſteem and reverence many of its members, 
both clergy and laity, as men of diſtinguiſhed 
learning, candour and piety, I am happy to 
rank ſome of them in the number of my valued 
friends, and do not the leſs reſpect them, on ac- 
count of their maintaining a mode of worſhip dit- 
ferent from my own. But at the ſame time, with 
ſentiments of brotherly love and charity towards 
that body of Chriſtians, from whoſe communion 
I diſſent, I thus publicly declare, that after an 
unbiaſſed examination, the terms of conformity 
appear to me inconſiſtent with the allegiance due 
to Jeſus Chriſt, the ſole head and lawgiver to 
his Church. | 


I cannot perceiye that any power under Hea- 
ven has a right, authoritatively, to decree rites and 
ceremonies, and to impoſe creeds and articles of 
faith on the conſciences of Chriſtians. My ob- 


jections 
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jections likewiſe receive additional ſtrength from 
the conſideration, that the doctrines implied and 
enforced in the formularies, creeds and articles 
of the national Church, are ſome of them, in my 
apprehenſion, evidently inconſiſtent with ſound 
Reaſon and Scripture; and others, of a nature ſo 
ſpeculative and abſtruſe, as to furniſh matter for 
doubts and controverſies amongſt the moſt learn- 
ed, wiſeſt, and beſt of men. They muſt, I think, 
naturally occaſion a ſolemn prevarication in thoſe 
who conform, without approving them, or at 
leaſt, an obſtruction to the cauſe of free enquiry, 
and an impartial ſearch after truth, 


I gratefully therefore avail myſelf of the liber- 
ty allowed by the Jaws of this favoured land, to 
maintain and preſerve my diſſent from the com, 
munion of the eſtabliſhment; and to worſhip 
God according to the dictates of my own con- 
ſcience, and in the mode, that appears to me tq 
comport with the purity and ſimplicity of Chriſ- 
tian worſhip, 


QuzsTIov IV. The great deſign of the mi- 
niltry is to promote knowledge, religion and 
happineſs. You, Sir, we doubt nat, can aſſign 
the molt worthy and laudable motives and ends, 
in your preſent undertaking. Will you acquaint 
us with thoſe views and motives, which have had 

| the 
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the chief influence, in determining you to engage 
in the work of the Chriſtian Miniſtry ? 


Answer. Educated from my earlieſt youth for 
the miniſtry ; when I came to years of maturity, 
I ſeriouſly reflected on the nature and importance 
of the work, in which 1 was to be engaged. Con- 
vinced that religion is of divine original, and eſſen- 
tial to the preſent comfort and future happineſs of 
men, I conſider it as my duty, to explain the 
evidences of it, to deſcribe its beauty, excellence 
and importance, and to enforce it by thoſe va- 
rious motives, which Reaſon and Revelation 


furniſh. 


If I know my own heart, to be beneficial to 
my fellow creatures, by endeavouring to promote 
religious knowledge and rational picty, a ſpirit of 
chriſtian candour and charity among profeſſors of 
different denominations, and a conſcientious re- 
gard to the great and fundamental truths and 
duties of Chriſtianity, is the important end I have 
had in view, in taking on me ſo momentous a 
Charge, as that of the miniſterial office, Happy 
ſhall I be, to be made inſtrumental in contribut- 
ing, in the leaſt degree, to the comfort and edi- 
fication of the Chriſtian Society committed to my 
miniſterial charge; ſupremely happy, at the great 
and final day of accounts, “when Chriſt the 
Chicf Shepherd ſhall appear,” to be able 1 

uily 
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fully to ſtand forth with my Flock, and ay, 
« Lord, here * I, and the people whom thou 
haſt given me.“ 


Qursrion V. As you advance in. life and in 
knowledge, you will find more and more need of 
new acceſſions to the furniture you have already 
gained, and leſs wonder at the Apoſtle's excla- 
mation, Who is ſufficient for theſe things?“ 
Will you conſider yourſelf under a ſolemn obli- 
gation of attending with diligence to reading, 
meditation and prayer, in order to your increaſ- 
ing improvement and uſefulneſs? And, as you 
have opportunity, will you go on to cultivate 
thoſe literary and ornamental accompliſhments, 
which are peculiarly neceſſary in the preſent day, 
for ſupporting the dignity of your character and 


office? You need not be told, that no ſituation, 
however agreeable and promiſing, is exempt 
from difficulties and diſcouragements. May we 
not hope that you have ſeriouſly conſidered this, 
and are prepared, in humble dependance on Di- 
vine Succour, to acquit yourſelf with integrity in 
the ſervice of your great Lord and Judge, that you 
may be approved by Him at his appearing, and 
as a good and faithful ſervant enter into your 
Maſter's Joy ? 


Answer., When I ſeriouſly conſider the vaſt 


importance of the miniſterial charge, the various 
duties 
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duties incumbent on thoſe of my profeſſion, and 
the awful account I muſt render of my miniſtry 
to the Judge of hearts, I tremble, leſt I ſhould, 
in any reſpect; prove unfaithful in our great 
Maſter's cauſe. I ſee the neceſſity of cloſe ap- 
plication to various branches of learning; of 
retired and ſerious meditation; of frequent and 
earneſt addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, and an 
unwearied attention to the public and private 
duties of my office, to appear with credit as a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, and adorn the holy religion I 
; profeſs; 


In the preſent enlightened, though diſſipated 
age, when infidelity is recommended by all the 
embelliſhing arts of refinement ; when a ſenſe of 
piety is termed enthuſiaſm, and an attention to, the 
Sabbath and public ordinances ſuperſtition; when 
Chriſtianity is ſo much injured, by the gloomy 
\ notions, or imprudent zeal of many of its friends, 
and ſo ungenerouſly miſrepreſented, by either 
the ſly inſinuations or open attacks of its ene- 
mies; in theſe circumſtances, I perceive the pe- 
culiar neceſſity of ſcience and literature in a public 
teacher of religion, to expoſe the ſophiſtry of its 
opponents, to exhibit it in its native purity and 
ſimplicity, and to eſtabliſh the truth of it upon 
the unſhaken principles of ſound reaſon and ſolid 
argument, | 


E Ido 
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I do indeed expect difliculties and diſeourage- 
ments in my miniſterial work; but, acting with 
4 view to the preſence of Gad, and the approba- 
tion of conſcience and my final Judge, I look up 
to heaven for divine direction and ſupport under 
them. It is my higheſt ambition, at the cloſe of 
life, to be able to adopt the animating language 
of the Apoſtle Paul, © I have fought a good 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, ſhall give me, at the day” of general re- 
tribution. | 


QuesTion VI. Your profeſſion as a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, and a Miniſter among Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, will afford you many occaſions for the exer- 
ciſe of that catholic and candid temper, which 
chriſtianity recommends. Will you, Sir, when- 
ever an opportunity offers, diſcourage every kind 
and degree of bigotry and uncharitableneſs, and 
endeavour to maintain the truth in love, and to 


promote peace and mutual forbearance among 
Chriſtrans ? f 


Answesr. I am convinced, that amidſt a diver- 
ſity of opinions, unavoidable in the preſent ſtate, 
and permitted to ſubſiſt by the Governor of the 
world, for wiſe and important purpoſes, it is the 
duty and privilege of all perſons, to judge and 

act 
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act according to the dictates of their own minds. 
To me therefore it appears an unwarrantable 
uſurpation of the prerogative of Heaven, for one 
ſect and denomination of chriſtians to condemn 
another, for difference in religious ſentiments, 
Chriſtian love or charity is a bond of union, 
which in my opinion ought to connect religious 
profeſſors of every deſcr.ption. 


Perſuaded that this is the principal virtue of 
Chriſtianity, of the beſt tendency to the peace 
and welfare of ſocjety, and the moſt ornamental 
to a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, I think it my duty, 
frequently to recommend this virtue from the 
pulpit, and to take every opportunity of promot- 
ing a ſpirit of candour and charity, among thoſe 


with whom I converſe. I eſteem it a benevglent_ 


diſpenſation of Providence, that has appointed 
my ſituation in a Proteſtant country, and in an 
age, when the rights of conſcience are ſo well aſ- 
certained, and the abſurdity of bigotry and 
uncharitableneſs ſo generally acknowledged. 


I look up to Heaven likewiſe with ſentiments 
of gratitude, for fixing my lot in my miniſterial 
capacity, with a Society, whoſe peculiarly affec- 
tionate treatment of my late worthy Predeceſſor, 
in his long and ſevere affliction, and the kind and 
generous marks of regard I have already received, 


encourage me to hope for the exerciſe of their 
E 2 gandid 
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candid and catholic ſpirit towards myſelf, and that 
mutual good-will and friendſhip, which ought al- 
ways to ſubſiſt between a miniſter and his people, 
May the period ſoon arrive, when all Chriſtians 
will exemplify the characteriſtic of their religion, 
« by loving one another, and keeping the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace,” | 


QuesTion VII. You know the great import- 
ance of an irreproachable character to perſons of 
the profeſſion which you have aſſumed, with re- 
ſpe& both to their honour and their uſefulneſs, 
May we not hope—nay, we are warranted to 
aſſure ourſelves, that you will engage, by divine 
help, to adorn the doctrine you preach, by a 


good life, and by an exemplary conduct in every 
relation ? 


AxswER. No truth can impreſs my mind with 
ſtronger conviction than this, that the profeſſion 
of religion, without a conformable practice, is not 
merely vain and inſignificant, but criminal and 
pernicious in a high degree. I am ſenſible like- 
wiſe, that a peculiar degree of decorum and pro- 
priety of conduct is required in a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, to preſerve the dignity of his office, 


and to recommend the duties which he enforces 
on others, 


Convinced, 
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Convinced, however, of my own natural fail- 
ings and infirmities, I requeſt my friends to make 
thoſe favourable allowances for me which Chriſ- 
tian candour requires. I ſhall, at the ſame time, 
eſteem myſelf under additional obligations to 
them, for plainly and affectionately acquainting 
me with whatever they may perceive amiſs in my 
temper or beheaviour, and joining with me in 
imploring divine grace, to enable me to fulfil 
my reſolutions of living an exemplary life, and 
walking worthy the holy profeſſion I bear, I 
wiſh always to act both in public and private, 
with a view to that ſolemn period, when the ſe- 


crets of all hearts will be diſcloſed ; when the ſincerity 


or hypocriſy of our intentions and deſigns will be 
made manifeſt before the aſſembled world of 
men and angels, and every one treated accord- 
ing to the motives by which he was actuated, 
and the good or bad deeds done in the preſent 
ſtate, 


For this purpoſe, let me call upon you, my 
Reverend Fathers and Brethren, and you the 
People of my Charge, and all you who are pre- 
ſent as witneſſes to this ſolemn ſervice, to pray 
to God in My behalf, that I may make continual 
improvement in the knowledge of the ſacred ora- 
cles; experience all neceſſary aſſiſtance in the diſ- 
charge of the duties of my miniſterial and paſtoral 
office; and haye virtue and fortitude, amidſt every 

temptation 
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temptation or oppoſition, to preſerve my inte- 
grity, and maintain the credit of that noble 
caufe in which I am engaged. Join your prayers 
with mine, that I may be faithful to God and 
Chriſt, to my own conſcience and the ſouls of 
men, and enjoy the pleaſing ſatisfaction of “ ſee- 
ing the work of the Lord daily proſpering in my 
hands ;” that when earthly ordinances ſhall ceaſe, 
and the ties of friendſhip and affection, which 
unite miniſter and people together here below, 
ſhall be diſſolved by death, we may together 
meet around the throne of God; renew our 
friendly intercourſe ; and with one heart engage 
in the grand and exalted ſervices and employ- 
ments of the heavenly ſtate, without wearineſs, 
without interruption and without end, 


You, my Dear Sir, have now made a good 
confeſſion before many witneſſes. The ſentiments 
you have delivered, and the reſolutions you have 
expreſſed, correſpond to the expectations, which 
thoſe who know you beſt had formed concerning 
you. They are worthy of the ſtation you occupy, 
and give you reaſon to expect, that your labours 
will be accepable, and that the bleſſing of God 
will crown them with ſucceſs. To his bleſſing 
we ſhall now proceed devoutly to recommend 
you and the people of your charge : not doubting 
their cordial concurrence with us on the preſent 
occaſion. 
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=” E delivery of the Charge being the part 
aſſigned me in this day's ſolemn ſervice, I 
doubt not but that I ſhall be heard with candour, 
by the Miniſters and Chriſtians now preſent ; and 
with attention by you, my worthy young Brother, 
in the hints which I ſhall now lay before you. In 
offering theſe hints, I ſhall urge, with a becoming 
freedom, the conſiderations which to myſelf 
appear uſeful and important. If, in ſo doing, any 
ſentiments ſhould be advanced which may not 
entirely be approved of by ſome who hear me, 
they will remember, and allow for the diverſity of 
opinions and views which will ever take place in 
this imperfect ſtate. As to you, my dear friend, 
you know that I ſhall not wiſh you to pay any 
other regard to my advices, than what ſhall be 
found, upon the moſt mature deliberation, to be 
perfectly agreeable to your own judgment and 
conſcience, Theſe advices will be grounded 
upon the fifteenth verſe of the third chapter of 
St, Paul's firſt Epiſtle to Timothy: © That 
« Thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to be- 
ce have thyſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the 
te Church of the living God.“ 
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A variety of obſervations might be made or 
the Epiſtle to Timothy, and eſpecially on the 
admirable inſtructions and admonitions they con- 
tain, with reſpect to thoſe who engage in the work 
of the Miniſtry. The chapter from which the words 
I have now read to you are taken, is particularly 
excellent in this view, and might furniſh ſcope for 
much reflection. There is ſomething, likewiſe, in 
the connection of the text with what immediately 
follows, which has given occaſion to the ſpecula- 
tions and criticiſms of learned men. But it would 
be improper, at preſent, to enlarge on theſe matters. 
Independently of the context, the paſſage I have 
choſen, which in itſelf is plain and appoſite to our 
purpoſe, will open a wider field of meditation 
than can conveniently be ranged through in a 
fmall compaſs of time. Theſe things,” ſaith 
ce the Apoſtle, I write unto thee, that thou 
* mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to behave thy- 
ce ſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the Church 
ce of the living God.“ 

To know how to behave ourſelves in the ſta- 
tion wherein Providence hath placed us, whatever 
that ſtation may be, is certainly an affair of great 
moment; and it muſt be peculiarly momentous 
in the office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry. Nor is it 
poſſible that a perſon can conduct himſelf well in 
ſo ſerious and arduous an undertaking, without 
many previous qualifications. One of theſe un- 
doubtedly is, a competeat ſtock of knowledge : 
neither 
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neither is it a ſmall degree of knowledge that 
is requiſite in Him who wiſhes to be a preacher 
of the everlaſting Goſpel. His acquirements and 
improvements ſhould be of various kinds; and 
he ought particularly to have applied himſelf to 
thoſe parts of ſtudy which have an immediate and 
intimate connection with che right diſcharge of 
the paſtoral duty. But, beſides the poſſeſſion of 
knowledge, it is of unſpeakable importance to 
be endued with pious and holy diſpoſitions. 
Without ſuch diſpoſitions, a perſon muſt be to- 
tally unfit to ſtand up and ſpeak in the Houſe of 
God: nor can he know how he ought to behave 
himſelf in the church of the living God. Indeed, 
it requires no words to prove, that a very ſerious 
ſpirit is abſolutely neceſſary to a due preparation 
for ſo ſacred, ſo awful an employment. To this 
muſt be added, a folemn determination to engage 
in the Work of the Miniſtry, accompanicd with a 
ſtrong and lively ſenſe of the duties and obliga- 
tions ariſing from that engagement. Another 
point which deſerves to be cloſely conſidered is, 
who the people are among whom we chooſe to 
devote ourſelves to the ſervice of the Goſpel. If 
it be among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, as hath 
been your caſe, my young friend, an impartial 
eſtimation ſhould be made of the difficulties and 
diſcouragements attending that choice, and a firm 
reſolution be formed, in a dependance on divine 
aid, to ſuſtain them with reſignation, with pa- 

tience, 
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tience, with fortitude, for the glory of God, the 
honour of Chriſt, and the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience. 


With theſe previous qualifications, a perſon 
may humbly, yet chearfully aſſume the character 
of a Chriſtian Miniſter. But, when he has 
aſſumed that character, how extenſive, how im- 
portant, is the buſineſs that lies before him! It 
behoves him again and again to reflect, how he 
ought to behave himſelf in the Houſe of God, the 
Church of the living God. 


One principal matter to be attended to for this 
purpoſe, is the habitual and diligent proſecution 
of till farther meaſures of knowledge. What- 
ever improvements we may have made in our pre- 
paratory ſtudies, theſe will by no means be ſuf- 
ficient for our future uſe. If we imagine that we 
already know enough, we afford a deciſive evi- 
dence that, in fact, we know bur little. I have 
had occaſion to ſee, and to lament, among ſeveral 

of my early acquaintance, the very unhappy 
effects that have ariſen from their truſting too 

much to the ſtock of wiſdom, ſcience, and learn- 

ing, which they had gained in the courſe of an 

academical education. Hence ſome, who pro- 

miſed well in the opening of life, have ſadly diſ- 

appointed the public expectation, and failed of 

reputation and uſefulneſs. It has often been re- 

peated, 
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peated, and cannot too often be repeated, that it 
is only the foundation of knowledge which can 
be laid at the ſeminaries of literature. We muſt 
build upon the baſis which has there been fixed, 
and it will require years of attention, activity, and 
labour, to raiſe the ſuperſtructure to its full pro- 
portion, height, and beauty. Even Timothy, 
with all his extraordinary advantages; even Ti- 
mothy, though immediately inſtructed by the 
great Apoſtle St. Paul, though endued with ſuper- 
natural gifts, though in a certain degree inſpired, 
was exhorted to give attendance to reading. How 
much more then, 1s an unremitting and vigorous 
application incumbent upon xs, who enjoy no 
ſuch ſuperior aids; who are obliged, in the ordi- 
nary methods of Divine Providence, to cultivate 


and enlarge our underſtandings ! ? 


It would carry us too far to inſiſt diſtinaly 
upon the various objects of ſtudy, which, more or 
leſs, have a juſt claim to your regard. Neither is 
it neceſſary ſeparately to mention them, as they 
have already been recommended to you by your 
reſpective tutors. All the parts of learning that 
have been propoſed to you, are not, however, 
alike deſerving of your notice, nor can they admit 
of an equally vigorous and ſucceſsful purſuit. 
He that aims to excel in every thing, will excel 
in nothing. The knowledge belonging to our 


profeſſion, whatever that profeſſion be, ſhould be 
EY the 
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the chief aim of our zeal and ambition. You, 
my friend, have devoted yourſelf to diyinity, 
Let Divinity, therefore, have your principal time, 
attention, and labour. It is an object of un- 
ſpeakable importance, and very extenſi ve. A 
thorough acquaintance with it, and with the dif- 
ferent branches of literature to which it ſtands 
immediately related, demands years of diligent 
application. The hiſtory, evidence, and contents 
of revelation, the writings which tend to illuſtrate 
or defend it, Jewiſh antiquities, the annals of the 
church, in ſhort, whatever is calculated to help 
our critical examination of the ſacred Scriptures, 
and to promote our critical {kill in them, afford 
abundant matter of ſpeculation and employment. 
If a Miniſter of the Goſpel be ignorant of theſe 
things, it is impoſſible that he ſhould rightly diſ- 
charge the duty he hath undertaken, What, in 
the eye of reaſon and religion, can be more diſ- 
graceful than for a profeſſed Divine not to haye 
ſtudied the ſubjects, which, as a Divine, he is 
obliged, in conſcience, to ſtudy ? 


But though Divinity claims your firſt and moſt 
aſſiduous care, there are other parts of ſcience 
which need not, and which ought not to be ne- 
glected. Moral philoſophy is ſo extremely im- 
portant in itſelf, and ſo nearly and neceſſarily 
allied to ſound and rational theology, that there 
is no occaſion for me to ſay how much it will 
merit 
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merit your regard, as it exiſts in the writings of 
many reſpectable ancients and moderns. The 
going on to build upon the foundation you may 
have laid in natural philoſophy, cannot avoid 
being followed by many advantages. Belides the 
pleaſure and benefit ſpringing from the ſeveral 
diviſions of it ſeparately conſidered, hence will 
your underſtanding be matured and invigorated ; 
hence will you effectually be ſecured againſt low 
and falſe conceptions of the appearances of na- 
ture ; hence will your ideas of the divine works 
and ways be enlarged; and hence will your ad- 
miration, your reverence of, and your devotion 
to, the Supreme Being, be raiſed to a higher 
pitch of favour and extacy. 


It is greatly deſirable, likewiſe, that the acquain- 
tance we have formed, at an academy or univerſity, 
with the learned languages, and with philology in 
general, ſhould be diligently cultivated and in- 
creaſed. This, indeed, is a matter of eſſential 
importance to a divine as ſuch; ſince he cannot 
otherwiſe be a real and judicious critic in the holy 
Scriptures. In this view a conſiderable ſkill in 
the Hebrew and Greek tongues, and a knowledge 
of the cuſtoms, as well as of the language of the 
ancients, come under the direct head of Divinity. 
But I am here conſidering the ſubject in a ſubor- 
dinate light. I am here only ſpeaking of the 
advantage of claſſical and polite learning, as it 
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may ſerve to improve the mind, to refine the 


taſte, and to give ſtrength, proportion, elegance 
and ſpirit to our compoſitions. 


I muſt beg leave to add one reaſon more, for 
preſerving our mathematical, philoſophical, and 
grammatical knowledge; which is, that it will 
enable us to undertake the buſineſs of education, 
if Providence ſhould render ſuch an empleyment 
neceſſary or deſirable. It is much to be wiſhed, 
that, where a very ſmall proviſion is made for 
Diſſenting Miniſters, they would engage, as ge- 
nerally as poſſible, in the keeping of Schools, 
Many advantages would ariſe from this practice. 
Our Brethren would be more comfortably ſup- 
ported themſelves, and make a better proviſion 
for their families. They would, at the ſame 
time, become more reſpectable and uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety; as they would contribute to pro- 
mote ſound knowledge, good principles, and the 
practice of virtue in the riſing age. Our worthy 
anceſtors, the Puritans, were eminently ſervice- 
able in this reſpect. For, being perſecuted in 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and the ſucceed- 
ing princes, many of them were received into 
private houſes under the capacity of tutors, and 
were greatly inſtrumental in ſowing the ſeeds of 
piety and liberty among perſons of conſiderable 
rank. The preſent race of Diſſenting Miniſters 
will have few opportunities of being uſeful in the 
ſame 
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ſame way. But, by aſſuming, where it may be 
reedful or proper, the honourable character (for 
ſuch it really is) of Schoolmaſters, they may be 
the happy means of contributing, perhaps in no 
{mall degree, to ſtop the torrent of vice, and to 
advance the future welfare of their country, 


To return to the ſubje& of knowledge in general, 
let me adviſe you, my Friend, to cheriſh an ardent 
and vigorous purſuit of it. I love to ſee a ſpirit 
of literary curioſity in a young man. I love to 
hear him earneſtly enquiring after books and 
things, as ſuch a diſpoſition promiſes much im- 
provement. I would not have him, however, 
extend his eagerneſs to every trifle that appears 
in the republic of letters, and that may only be 
fit to engage the talk of the idlers of the day. 
Literary curioſity ſhould be ſo reſtrained and di- 
refed, that we may not become the dupes of 
literary faſhion ; the effects of which, as it hath 
diſplayed itſelf, of late years, both at home and 
abroad, with regard to writings of a lighter ſpe- 
cies, might furniſh, in a ſuitable place, an 
amuſing hiſtory, It were well if literary faſhion 
had been limited to the more entertaining kinds 
of compoſition. But it hath extended its bane- 
ful influence into the regions of philoſophy and 
religion. The real additions that are made to 
philoſophical and theological knowledge ſhould 
be thankfully received, and diligently proſecuted. 
But then, let us be ſatisfied that the additions are 

| C 2 real, 
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real. Let not the rational and ſober diſquiſitions 
of the eminent men who have gone before us, be 
rejected, till the diſquiſitions of their ſucceſſors 
have been found to be more rational and more 
ſober. They who know me, will not ſuſpeCt that 
I have made theſe obſervations from an attach- 
ment to ſyſtem, 


But is the underſtanding alone to be culti- 
vated? No; it is of unſpeakably greater mo- 
ment that the affections be rightly formed and 
regulated. We have already mentioned the im- 
portance of poſſeſſing pious and holy diſpoſitions, 
previouſly to an entrance upon the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry; and we need not ſay that they are equally 
important after we have engaged in that ſacred 
employment. We need not ſay, that otherwiſe 
we cannot poſſibly know how to behave in the 
Houle of God, the Church of the living God. 
Unleſs we have a deep and ſerious ſenſe of di- 
vine things upon our ſouls, our work will be a 
drudgery to ourſelves, and of little profit to 
others. © Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo,” ſays 
the Apoſtle St. Paul, “ how holily, and juſtly, 
and unblameably we behaved ourſelves among 
you that believe;” and it ſhould be the aim of 
every Miniſter of the Goſpel to be able to make 
the ſame appeal to his hearers. For this purpoſe 
we ſhould cheriſh the principles of inward, vital, 
practical piety and goodneſs, by every method. 
Theſe 


. 
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Theſe principles ſhould be cheriſhed by conflant 
reading of the Scriptures, and the beſt devotional 
writers ; by cloſe and frequent meditation upon 
divine things; by a courſe of humble and fervent 
prayer, and by habitual reflection upon the pro- 
digious importance of the profeſſion we have en- 
gaged in, and the numerous and awful duties 
which it demands at our hands, 


Let us paſs on, from ſpecifying theſe quali- 
fications of the head and the heart, to the exerciſe 
and diſplay of them, in diſcharging the ſeveral 
functions of the miniſterial office. And here, in 
the firſt place, nothing can more ſtrongly require 
our attention, than to know how to behave our- 
ſelves when we appear in the pulpit; when we 
ſtand up in the Houſe of God, and ſpeak to the 
Church of the living God. The right method of 
conducting the devotional part of our religious 
ſervices is undoubtedly a matter that calls for all 
our care, and zeal, and diligence, Much might 
be ſaid on the ſubject of public prayer. But 
without entering into any general queſtions, or giv- 
ing any general directions, I ſhall content myſelf 
with pointing out one or two errours that have 
occaſionally (truck me, in the courſe of my ob- 
ſervation and experience. The firſt is, that of 
introducing oratory into our devotions. There 
is ſcarcely any thing that can be more contrary 
to the nature of prayer, which is a humble, ſeri- 


ous, 
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ous, ſolemn addreſs to the greateſt and beſt of 
Beings, and which ought to be couched in a fer- 
vent ſimplicity of language; and yet I have heard 
it carried on as if it were thought that God could 
be pleaſed and moved with pompous expreſſions. 
] have, with indignation and grief, heard it car- 
ried on in ſuch a manner as even to deſtroy the 
very character of prayer, and to reduce it to a 
piece of empty declamation. This great fault 
may, in certain caſes, have ariſen from a laudable 
principle, the deſire of introducing a variety into 
our devotional exerciſes; and the exceſs of which 
deſire ſhould, in ſome meaſure, be guarded 
againſt, A proper and becoming variety is a 
moſt important and excellent gift, and the ac- 
quiſition of it is deſerving of our ardent purſuit. 
Happy are thoſe who are poſſeſſed of ſo valuable 
an attainment! I have known ſome beautiful in- 
ſtances of it, which have ſtruck me with ad- 
miration and delight: and, on the other hand, I 
have known thoſe, who, by aiming at an eternal 
diverſity in their addreſſes to the Throne of Hea- 
ven, have ſeemed to forget that they were pray- 
ing. For after all, there muſt neceſſarily be in 
prayer a certain degree of uniformity, It muſt 
conſiſt of adoration, thankſgiving, confeſſion, 
petition, and interceſſion ; and though the modes 
of introducing theſe, and the language they are 
couched in, may be very various, and we ſhould 
endeavour torender them as various as we can, yet 
| | the 
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the objects themſelves muſt, and ought con- 
tinually to occur, if we would, indeed, offer to 
our Maker the proper ſacrifice of reverence, gta- 
titude, humility, dependence, truſt, and love. 
It is of importance in prayer, not to dwell too 
long upon each particular part of it ; leſt, by that 
means, the ſpirit of devotion in the congregation 
ſhould be interrupted and wearied. 


With reſpect to ſinging, though the conduct of 
it doth not immediately depend upon ourſelves, 
it is deſirable that we ſhould embrace any oppor- 
tunities that may ariſe, of uſing our beſt endea- 
vours to have it performed with that harmony 
and variety, which, while they render it delight- 
ful to the worſhippers, ſhall be the happy means 
of raiſing, to the higheſt degree, their pious and 
thankful affections to the God and Father of 
Mercies. 


Upon the ſubject of Preaching, which affords a 
wide ſcope for obſervation, there are two or three 


things that I would ſomewhat particularly con- 
fider. 


Let me exhort you, my young friend, to retain 
ſtrongly in mind the right notions which, I 
doubt not, you already have formed concerning 
the nature of the eloquence of the pulpit. This 


is a matter which has greatly been miſtaken, and, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps, never more ſo, than in the preſent age. 
By ſome it ſeems to be placed in pompous decla- 
mations; in an addreſs ſolely to the fancy and the 
eye ; and others may be ready to imagine that it 
is to be wholly engaged in aiming at the paſſions. 
But real eloquence is certainly a very different 
thing. Real eloquence has its baſis in reaſon, 
and is employed much in reaſoning. Real elo- 
quence contains a happy union of the rational 
and the pathetic ; and this idea of it would never 
have been loſt, if either, the dictates of good 
ſenſe, or the practice of the beſt ancient ſpeakers 
had been attentively conſidered. The foundation 
of genuine oratory muſt be laid in the conviction 
of the underſtanding ; and to the underſtanding, 
therefore, muſt it, in the firſt place, be ad- 
dreſſed. But, though it reaſons, it doth not reaſon 
in the cold and dry manner of the logician. It 
reaſons with prodigiouſly greater variety and 
ſpirit; mixing with its arguments, or rather cloth- 
ing them in animated 1nterrogations, expoſtula- 
tions, and changes of perſon; and making uſe, as 
occaſion may admit, of all the figures of ſpeech, 
and graces of diction, By this means, what is ſaid 
will operate more powerfully both on the judg- 
ment and the affections. The affections, I ſay, 
as well as the judgment : for moſt certainly true 
eloquence, while it carries the underſtanding 
along with it, has a principal view to the affections. 
The negle& of the affections, which, for the laſt 

half 
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half century, may have ariſen, in part, from an 
injudicious imitation of ſome eminent men, has 
been attended with unhappy conſequences. The 
affections are the ſprings of the ſoul ; they ought 
to be ſtrongly addreſſed; and every motive for 
addreſſing them is afforded by the Chriſtian reli- 
glon. That miniſter of the Goſpel who does not 
aim at exciting them, forgets a prime part of his 
duty. But then he ſhould endeavour to excite 
them by proper conſiderations ; by the internal 
weight and energy of the arguments, perſuaſions, 
ſanctions, and objects which he preſents to his 
hearers. At the ſame time, there is a certain, 
degree of moderation to be uſed in the applica- 
tion of the pathos ; for otherwiſe it will fail of its 
intended effect. It is the obſervation of the ex- 
quiſitely judicious Quintilian, that nothing ſoener 
dries up than a tear, I have heard preachers, 
who, by never knowing when to quit the pa- 
thetic, have cauſed that part of their diſcourſe 
to end in wearineſs and diſguſt, which, under 
due management, might have been eminently 
affecting and uſeful. | 


Another circumſtance I would a little particu- 
larly take notice of, is the method of ſermons, Of 
late years, It has been much the faſhion to have 
no diſtin diviſions; but to deliver what is ſaid 
in the deſultory form of an Eſſay, This faſhion 
has taken its. riſe, perhaps, from an improper 
D Imitation 
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imitation of the Spectator, and other celebrated 
compoſitions; and it may, hikewife, have pro- 
ceeded, in part, from a diſſike to the too numer- 
ous and minute diſtinctions of our anceſtors; and 


from an apprehenſion that the end of public 


ſpeaking will more effectually be anſwered by a 
total concealment of method. To whatever cauſes 
the cuſtom be owing, I cannot, for ſeveral reaſons, 
univerſally, of even generally, approve of it in 
the pulpit. The ableſt rhetoricians of antiquity 
have given no ſanction to the mode in queſtion. 
Method, according to them, was a capital object 
of conſideration; and it appears, from all which 
they have advanced upon it, that they expected 
it to be viſible. On ſuch a ſuppoſition their rules 
ate founded, and could not otherwiſe have been 
uſually put into practice. For this I may appeal 
to the principal writers upon eloquence, from 
Ariſtotle down to Quintilian, Agreeably to the 
precepts of the beſt rhetoricians, was the practice 
of the beſt orators ; and particularly of the two 
great luminaties, Demoſthenes and Cicero ; who 
frequently, who generally, lay down their ſcheme 


in a diſtinct manner. Even where they have not 


done this, the nature of the ancient oratory ren- 
dered their method apparent. Their diſcourſes, 
according to the ſtated laws of compoſition, muſt 
conſiſt of an exordium, a propoſition of the ſub- 
ject, a confirmation, and a concluſion; not to 


mention the narration and confutation; and they 
did 
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did not think of hiding theſe ſeveral parts, which 
were known and expected. 


But if caſes had occurred, in which eloquence 
admitted or required ſpeeches that had no viſible 
Miviſion, or af this had been the general praRice 
of antiquity, the ſame conduct would by no 
means be proper for ſermpns. An orator, in 
Jpeaking upon civil or political matters, might 
have only a ſingle point in view. It might be 
his purpoſe to procure an immediate vote, or to 
gaiſe a ſudden reſolution, to be inftantly carried 
into effect, in which caſe it might be right in 
him, by laying aſide every appearance of method 
and art, to hurry his hearers along with him, 
without giving them time for cool reflection. 
But the Chriſtian Preacher has no purpoſe of this 
nature. He has no deſign of ſeizing upon the 
paſſions at the expence of the underſtanding. His 
uſual buſineſs is to promote a regular courſe of 
inſtruction and edification. Reaſon and the affec- 
tions are to go hand in hand together, in what 
ever is delivered from the pulpit. The impor- 
tant and glorious truths of the Goſpel are to be 
continually urged, in order to influence the tem- 
per, and regulate the life. Here, then, two or 
three commodious diviſions become exceedingly 
proper, as reſting places to the ſoul, as affording 
materials which it can digeſt and reflect upon, 
fer its private improvement, Hence will our 
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congregations receive ſubſtantial benefit: whereas 
vague eſſays and declamations, leave few traces 
in the mind, and make little or no impreſſioa 


upon the heart. 


Suffer me to add a hint or two concerning the 
beginnings and the concluſions of our diſcourſes. 
In the exordiums, ſome variety ſeems to be de- 
ſirable. We may, for the moſt part, ſelect a few 
remarks, not foreign to the ſubject, which may 
ſerve to introduce it in an agreeable and happy 
manner- The concluſions of our diſcourſes 1 
would wiſh to conſiſt, as much as poſſible, of 
_ diſtin& applications; which may be ſo managed, as 
to have a conſiderable degree of diverſity. Some- 
times two or three uſeful truths may be deduced 
from the general doctrine of the text; and ſome- 
times as many practical remarks may be ſuggeſted. 
Sometimes there may be a forcible recapitulation 
of what has been advanced ; and no proper op- 
portunity ought to be omitted of a pathetic 
addreſs, warmly urging the great principles and 
duties that have been explained. It has. been 
objected to diſtinct applications, that they lead to 
repetitions, and that they cannot be neceſſary 
when the main ſubje& has been duly illuſtrated. 
But I am fully ſatisfied that they greatly contri- 
bute, at leaſt in moſt of our ſocieties, both to the 
acceptance and the uſefulneſs of Miniſters, 


With 
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With reſpe& to the delivery of Sermons, 1 
-ſhall not deſcend to particular rules. I rejoice to 
ſee that the pronunciation and action of the 
Pulpit are attended to; and that our younger 
brethren are likely in this reſpe& to excel their 
predeceſſors, But, in the preſent taſte of the age, 
it is of the utmoſt importance to guard againſt 
alfectation. A theatrical manner is eſpecially to 
be avoided, as being very contrary to the true 
ſimplicity, and real dignity, of the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry, Let it be remembered, that pronun- 
Fiation and action ſhould ariſe from the ſubject, 
and not the ſubject from pronunciation and 
action. During the time of compoſition, a perſon 
ought not to think how his diſcourſe is to be 
ſpoken. In writing, his underſtanding and his 
feelings alone ſhould dictate what is proper to be 
ſaid ; and thence ſhould his ſubſequent delivery 
ariſe. To introduce certain paſſages, for the ſake of 
an exclamation, a ſtart, or an attitude, is con- 
temptible in the eſtimation of ſound wiſdom, 


I cannot diſmiſs the conſideration of the elo- 
quence of the pulpit, without throwing in a few 
words concerning what, in my opinion, ought to 
be the ſubjects of our diſcourſes. And the ſub- 
jects of our diſcourſes ought to be the great doc- 
trines, duties, examples, aſſiſtances, promiſes, 
and proſpects of the Goſpel. I ſay, the great 
floctrines, duties, examples, aſiiſtances, m— 
1 8 an 
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and proſpects of the Goſpel: for it ſhould never 
be forgotten by us, that we are preachers of the 
Chriſtian religion; and it is ſtrange that this ſhould 
ever be forgotten by any who aCtually believe in 
the revelation of our bleſſed Saviour. The New 
Teſtament contains the whole diſplay of the love 
of the only true God the Father to the degenerate 
childrenof Adam. It exhibits all the · compaſſion and 
tendernefs of Jeſus. It halds forth a knowledge 
of the pureſt and nobleſt kind; it conveys to us 
the pardon of our r {ins ; it communicates the prin» 
<iple of holinefs; it inſpires us with reſignation and 
fortitude; and it ſpreads before us a boundleſs hap- 
Pinefſs. Theſe mighty bleffings it gives to crea- 
tures who were abſolutely unworthy of them; to 


creatures who were involved in ignorance and 


tranſgreſſion; Who had no hope; who were liable 


to final condemnation. It reſcues us from the 


moſt deplorable of all calamities, and confers 

upon us the greateſt Poſſible felicity. Eternal 
death was our expected portion; but eternal Jife 
is the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
In communicating theſe benefits, the wiſdom, 
truth, rectitude, and goodneſs of our beavenly 
Father are admirably pourtrayed, and the bene- 
wolence of the bleſſed Redeemer ſhines in ful 
beauty and luſtre. It ſhines in a. 1 affec- 
ting Gtuations and inſtances reſulting from his 
actions, diſcoutſes, ſufferings, death, reſurrec- 
tion and aſrenſton. All theſe muſt be acknow. 
ledged, 
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ledged, whatever particular ſyſlem of opinions we 
embrace, provided we do actually believe in the ſu- 
pernatural original and authority of our holy reli- 
gion. In every view of the matter, Chriſtianity is to 
be regarded as an ineſtimable gift, as a pearl of un- 
ſpeakable price, To be afraid, therefore, of ex- 
preſſing ourſelves, in the higheſt terms, concern- 
ing the mercy of God in the Goſpel; not to 
draw from the New Teſtament our principal in- 
ſtructions, arguments and motives, is treaſon 
againſt our great Maſter. We may lawfully 
make uſe of other aſſiſtances; we may ſelect ma- 
terials from various ſources: nor 1s it neceflary 
to be always introducing the name of Chriſt, But 
we muſt ſtand up in the pulpit as his Miniſters, 
His truths, his laws, his life, his ſanctions, we 
muſt diſplay ; upon his philanthropy and com- 
paſſion we muſt inſiſt; and ſpeak under the 


powerful impreſſion of that immortal ſalvation 
by him communicated, 


I ſhall juſt add, that, in diſcharging the two 
poſitive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, care ſhould 
be taken that they are adminiſtered in a ſerious, 
edifying and devout manner; that no ſuperſti- 
tious ideas of them be entertained; and that the 
true nature and deſign of them, as laid down in 


the New Teſtament, be attended to, and pre- 
ſerved. | 
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But is the duty of paſtors and teachers confined 
to the pulpit, or to the performance of the im- 
mediate ordinances of religion? No, it extends 
to their private deportment towards the flocks 
committed to their charge. Permit me,  there- 
fore, in the ſecond place, my worthy Brother, 
ſeriouſly and affectionately to repreſent to you, 
that, in this reſpect, it is of the utmoſt impor- 
tance for you to know how to behave yourſelf in 
the Houſe of God, the Church of the Living God. 
Every one mult be ſenſible that a wicked, or even 
a very imprudent Miniſter, is a diſgrace to his 
calling, and a deſtroyer of his uſefulneſs. Every 
one muſt be ſenſible that there is a decorum be- 
longing to the paſtoral office ; ſo that if a perſon 
who is engaged in it enters much into the cuſ- 
roms and diverſions of the world, he tarniſhes 
the luſtre of his reputation, leſſens the reſpect he 
might have met with, and injures the ſucceſs of 
his labours. I am not an advocate for a rigid 
preciſeneſs : but there is a circumſpection highly 
proper in the chriſtian miniſtry, eſpecially with 
regard to indulgences and pleaſures which may 
not, perhaps, be ſtrictly unlawful. There is a 
candid vigilance of character, which, while it 
preſerves the becoming gravity of the divine, 
does not depart from a due chearfulneſs and li- 
berality of manners. 


Out 


* 
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Out of the many directions that might be given, 

I ſhall only touch upon a few hints reſpecting our 
more immediate conduct towards our congrega- 
tions. Let me expreſs my diſlike of any mean 
and ſelfiſh policy. There are certain little arts 
which ſome have practiſed, and which I think 
unworthy to be mentioned in this place. What- 
ever they be, they ought to be entirely diſregard- 
ed by the Miniſter of the Goſpel. They are 
unſuitable to that ſimplicity and openneſs of cha- 
racter he ſhould always maintain; and they are 
uſually as unwiſe as they are diſteputable. 


What I would particularly recommend to you, 
is, not to meddle with the ſecular concerns of 
your hearers. Be not ſolicitous even to know 
them, and much leſs to give your advice with re- 
lation to them. As far as it is proper they will 
themſelves acquaint you with them, if, in a courſe 
of time, they ſhall have formed ſuch an opinion 
of your integrity and prudence, as to think your 
counſel deſirable. It is not right to take an ac- 
tive part, unleſs we are requeſted to do it, in 


the ſecular concerns belonging to our congrega- 
tions as ſuch. In general, it will be better to 


leave affairs of that kind to the management of 
the deacons and truſtees, I have known much 


uneaſineſs to ariſe from an imprudent interference 
in theſe matters, 
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Another thing I would caution againſt, is, 4 
ſuſpicious and jealous diſpoſition ; an anxiety to 
hear what is ſaid of us; and a readineſs to take 
offence at ſlight matters, and to imagine that we 
are not treated with ſufficient reſpect. This is a 
turn of mind which is fraught- with many incon- 
veniencies. Neglects will occur, in the com- 
merce of life, that often are not intended; or 
which, at worſt, do not proceed from evil de- 
ſigns; but from ſome accidental ſituations, or 
accidental varieties of temper. Ir is beſt to go 
on ſteadily in our own duty, without being ſoli- 
citous to know how far we may be animadverted' 
upon by weak and petulant perſons, and without 
fuppoſing that we ſhall be blamed by reaſonable 
and worthy men, 


There is an article of great importance, the 
viſiting of our people, with regard to which 1 
ſcarcely know what to ſay, or what rules to ſug- 
geſt ; and upon which, therefore, I ſpeak with 
pecultar diffidence. It is uſually, I think, better 
to be ſparing than frequent in it; though this 1s 
2 maxim which may occaſionally admit of much 
limitation and reſtriction; and perhaps too great 
a neglect of it is the fault which moſt prevails in 
the preſent day. The propriety of our conduct, 
muſt, in many caſes, be directed by particular 
circumſtances, of which good ſenſe only can 
judge. To perſons of ſome rank and faſhion, 


(allowance 


A Charge. 27 


(allowance heing made for particular exceptions 
and friendſhips, which will occur in all ſocieties) * 
we ſhould ſeldom go, unleſs invited; for this 
will commonly be moſt agrecable to themſelves. 
As to others, it may be fit to call upon them with- 
out ceremony ; but then our ſtay ſhould be ſhort, 
A due medium ought to be kept between an im- 
pertinent freedom and a ſtiff reſerve, We ſhould 
not forget to render our viſits as uſeful as poſſible. 
Something ſhould be thrown in for improve- 
ment; ſomething that ſavours of religion; and 
this may frequently be done, with ſuperior ad- 
vantage, in an indirect than in a formal way. 


There is one caſe, in which we may attend our 

people without waiting for being aſked ; and that 
is in ſeaſons of peculiar affliction, and eſpetially 
in the caſe of ſickneſs. To call upon them in 
ſuch ſituations, will be univerſally acceptable; 
and our repeated attendance and prayers will 
probably be affectionately received. No part, 
however, of our duty is more difficult than this, 
It requires our peculiar care, eſpecially with re- 
ſpe& to dying perſons, that we do not go beyond 
the hopes and encouragements afforded by the 
doctrines and Terms of the Goſpel. 


I could wiſh to offer a few remarks on the true 
politeneſs of a miniſter; and the rather, as the ſub- 
ject hath conſiderably been miſunderſtood. Ir doth 
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not conſiſt merely in certain faſhionable forms of 
addreſs and behaviour; in the knowledge and 
practice of little current modes; but in a reſpeAful 
civility and eaſe, ſuited to our particular character. 
Suited, I ſay, to our particular character: for 
what may be proper and graceful in one ſtation, 
may not be ſo in another. The politeneſs of a 
Miniſter, and the eaſe with which it is accom- 
panied, ought to be tempered with that decency 
of reſerve which becomes his profeſſion ; and the 
want of attending to which, hath, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, been productive of abſurd airs, and a 
ridiculous affectation. 


A right direction, in this reſpect, might be 
derived from a real knowledge of the world ; 
which, on many other accounts, is highly ſer- 
viceable to a Miniſter ; though, like politeneſs, 
it is apt to be miſtaken. What I underſtand by 
it is, ſuch an inſight into the tempers and cha- 


racters of men, as is the parent of good ſenſe ; 


and leads to a rectitude of conduct in the various 
Occurrences of life. The advantages of this qua- 
lification would require much enumeration. It is 
a very different thing from what often aſſumes 
the name, and it 1s by no means eaſy of attain- 
ment ; being the reſult of large experience and 
obſervation, joined with a ſpirit of ſagacity, It 
cannot, therefore, be expected in a young Mi- 
niſter, and allowance ought to be made for the 
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want of it. In the mean time, he cannot greatly 
err, if he be poſſeſſed of modeſty and decorum. 
Theſe will ſupply the place of a knowledge of the 
world, and keep him from any flagrant impro- 
prieties of behaviour. With modeſty and deco- 
rum for his guides, I may venture to foretel, that 


no young Miniſter will fall into any miſtakes 
which ſhall materially hurt his reputation, 


There is a third grand point, in which we 
ought to know how to behave ourſelves in the 
Houſe of God, in the Church of the living God; 
and that is, with regard to this Church con- 
ſidered as extending beyond our own Congre- 
gations; and including our fellow Chriſtians in 
general, We ought to know how to behave 
ourſelves towards neighbouring Miniſters * and 
ſocieties, towards the whole of our Diſſenting 
Brethren, towards the Clergy of the eſtabliſhment, 
and with reſpect to the grand intereſts of religion, 
and the cauſe of our divine Maſter. But this 
copious and important part of our ſubje& muſt 
be entirely omitted. Neither can I enlarge on 
the exhortations and motives I could have wiſhed 
to lay before you, in order to animate your forti- 
tude in ſuſtaining the difficulties you may expect 
to meet with, and in order to ſhew that your en- 
couragements are ſuperior to your trials.“ 


* It is the intention of the Author, if he ſhould ever again 


be called to the like ſervice, to conſider the remainder of the 


ſubject. 
, I ſhall, 
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I ſhall, therefore, conclude with briefly be. 
ſeeching and charging you in the name of God, 
in the name of Chriſt, as you regard your own 
honour, peace, and ſalvation, and as you value 
the ſouls committed to your care, that you zea- 
louſly, and ſeriouſly, and conſtantly attend to the 
duties which lie upon you, in conſequence of the 
ſolemn dedication you have this day made of 
yourſeif to the ſervice of Jeſus, and the welfare 


of immortal ſpirits. Retain, I entreat you, a 


deep ſenſe of the importance and difficulty of 
the work in which you are engaged; ſuch a 
ſenſe of its importance and difficulty as ſhall 
make you humble and vigilant; as ſhall lead you 
to fervent prayer to God, that he would enable 
you to be faithful to the truſt you have under- 
taken. In the exerciſe of ſupplication, humility, 
watchfulneſs, and diligence, you need not be 
diſcouraged. Though the buſineſs before you be 
weighty and arduous, you will be entitled, in 
the ſerious and active diſcharge of it, to many 
excellent ſupports. You may rejoice in the con- 
ſciouſneſs that you have choſen the nobleſt poſ- 
fible employment; the employment of endea- 
vouring to inſtru, reform, and fave, the ſinful 
children of Adam. You will have the pleaſure 
of refleting, that, though you are placed in a 
ſituation which doth not promiſe the emoluments 
and diſtinctions of the preſent world, you are 
ſupporting the cauſe of religious truth and liberty, 

and 
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and the peculiar honour of your divine Maſter. 
To crown the whole, you will be ſuſtained by the 
hope of an eternal reward, proportioned to your 
fidelity, induſtry, and zeal, An eternal reward ! 
What a proſpect, what an object is that? Yes; 
everlaſting life and glory will be your portion, if 
you continue faithful and active in your duty: 
a conſideration. this, which renders all temporal 
views and intereſts abſolutely contemptible. Ir 
is amazing that, when ſuch a conſideration is 
propoſed, any ſhould ſacrifice their integrity for 
the advantages of a few years; for what can 
ſcarcely be called advantages, even in the preſent 
ſtate, When we contraſt the ſhortneſs of human 
life with an eternity of happineſs, it is ſhameful 
that the leaſt ſtreſs ſhould be laid on a few worldly 
profits and honours, or that it ſhould be thought a 
mighty matter to endure a few difficulties and 
ſufferings. There is a wiſdom, a good ſenſe, in 
piety and virtue, and in adhering ſteadily to the 
diaates of conſcience, that, one ſhould ima— 
gine, every rational mind mult clearly diſcern, 
and ſtrongly fee]. You, my worthy friend, have 
choſen the better part: and, with the motives, 
aids, and proſpe&s before you, I trult that you 
will be enabled to go on in your work, with 
chearfulneſs, vigour, and ſucceſs. I pray God, 
that you and all of us may ſo approve our ſin- 
cerity and diligence, as, at length, to receive the 
approbation of our great Maſter, AEN. 


Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 


I. BIOORATHIA BrITAnNICa, Volumes the Firſt, 
Second, and Third. The Second Edition, with Correc- 
tions, Enlargements, and the Addition of New Lives. 
Folio. 41. 148. 6d. 


N. B. The Fourth Volume is nearly complenied. 


IT. A Vinpication or THE PROTESTANT DIsSENTING 
M1xNisTERs, with Regard to their Application to Parlia- 
ment, in the Matter of Subſcription, The Second Edition. 
Octavo. 28. 


III. Six Discoursts, delivered by Sir John Pringle, 
Bart. when Preſident of the Royal Society; on Occaſion of 
Six Annual Aſſignments of Sir Godfrey Copley's Medal. 
To which is prefixed the Life of the Author, Octavo. 6s. 
bound, 


IV. ConsiptERATiONS ON THE PROvIsSIONAL TR EAT 
WITH AMERICA, AND THE PRELIMINARY ARTICLES OF 


Peace WITH FRANCE AND SPAIN, The Second Edition. 
Octavo. 18. 6d. Ss 5 


V. OBSERVATIONS ON THE LATE CoxTesTs IN THE 
RoyaL SociteTY, Octavo. 28. 6d, 


VI. Tax LiIr E or Ds. Narnzerti Laxvnes. Pre- 
fixed to the late Edition of his Works. Octavo. 
N. B. A few Copies may be had ſeparate, 


VII. Tung LIFE or CarpTain James Cook, Quarto. 
11. 15, 


VIII. ELEVEN SINGLE SERMONS, preached on | Gifferent 
Occaſions, and ſeparately printed, 


1 
: 
$4 
$4 
1 
4 N 
| 
4 
= 


(This Day is publiſhed, Price 6d. 


THE DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL HISTORY 
CONSIDERED AND IMPROVED. 


IN A 


. 


PREACHED AT THE 


CHAPEL IN ESSEX-STREET, STRAND, 
LONDON, 


1 II; 


" © A \ 


CHOWBENT, IN LANCASHIRE, 


+ 9 


A 25, 1788. 
By JOSHUA TOULMIN, A. M. 


PUBLISHED AT REQUEST. 


L0.N-D.0-N:; 


PRINTED FOR I. JOHNSON, N* 72, ST. PAUL'S. CHURCH- 
| YARD;z MRS: TOULMINg TAUNTON ; 
MR. WOOLMER, EXETER; AKD 
MR. LLOYD, BRISTOL. 


— 1m a nc Ib rr er ri — eoerentD " 


